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Some Rare and Old Publications of the Asutosh Collection 


FOREWORD 


This slim volume, brought out to mark the Golden Jubilee 
celebrations of the founding of the Asutosh Collection at the National 
Library, is also intended to be a tribute to the many-splendoured 
genius of the architect of this collection, the late Sir Asutosh 
Mukhopadhyay. It has been put together in a rush. For a variety of 
reasons, the National Library could not finalise the schedule for 
organising the celebrations sufficiently in advance so as to be able to 
bring out a volume sampling more comprehensively the range of 
Sir Asutosh's intellectual and artistic interests. It is, however, hoped 
that the slimness of the volume does not detract, in the view of the 
reader, from the genuineness of the spirit that has gone into its 
preparation. 


For shortage of time and space, we confined ourselves to just a few 
articles that may give a glimpse of the range and richness of the 
collection of books, illustrations, pictures and other documents built up 
by Sir Asutosh. Dr. R. К. Dasgupta's address on the occasion of the 
inauguration of the celebrations, being published in this volume, is a 
brief but incisive analysis of Sir Asutosh's wide-range of interest. In a 
few brief paragraphs he brings out succinctly the personality traits of 
Sir Asutosh as a votary of academic freedom, an educationist and 
scholar and an outstanding contributor to the development of higher 
teaching and research in modern Indian languages. 


shri Sailesh Das Gupta's article, while dwelling at some length on Sir 
Asutosh's contribution to and interest in mathematics, still serves to 
show what a profound scholar he was of so many other subjects, richly 
deserving of the title of Salaka-Purusa — a possesor of the combined 
talents of 65 divine personages. 


We have been lucky in having been authorised to reprint the late 
Prof. Narendra Krishna Sinha's article from "Asutosh Mookerjee, a 
Biographical Study” which portrays Sir Asutosh as lawyer, jurist and 
judge. 
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Smt. Ballari Bandyopadhyay highlights in some detail the wide-range of 
interests that this collection can cater to for scholars as well as general 
readers. 


We take this opportunity of acknowledging our debt of gratitude to a 
large number of individuals and several institutions who have 
generously lent their resources to the making of this volume. 


It may be impossible to name each of them. We will, however, be 
failing in our duty if we do not make special mention of the assistance, 
encouragement and quidance we have received from Justice Chittatosh 
Mookerjee. It is through his efforts that we could obtain, for the 
purpose of reprinting, a copy of the late Prof. Narendra Krishna Sinha's 
article published by the Asutosh Mookerjee Centenary Committee in 
1966. 


The Hooghly Printing Co. Ltd. also deserve our special thanks. They 
have gone out of their way to accommodate our request for printing 
this volume at such a short notice. I would like to express our sense 
of gratitude to all other individuals and institutions including the 
members of the staff of the National Library without whose unstinted 
cooperation it would not have been possible for us to present to the 
readers this small token of our gratitude to the architect of the 
Asutosh Collection. 


Calcutta ASIT RANJAN BANDYOPAHDYAY 
September 22, 1999 DIRECTOR 
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Sir Asutosh Mookerjee 


К. К. Dasqupta 


| thank our National Library's present Director, Sri Asit Ranjan 
Bandyopadhyay for asking me to speak at this function although | 
know I do not deserve this singular honour. | confess | have a feeling 
of embarrassment while visiting our National Library as an unworthy 
incumbent of its first director's office and in these last days of my life 
| am haunted by a sense of quilt about my failure to restore to the 
library the glory it had achieved during the librarianship of Sri Б. 5. 
Kesavan. Secondly, I have a sense of nervousness in speaking of a 
polymath like Sir Asutosh whose achievement as an educationist can be 
summed up properly only by a distinquished scholar. 


|, however, admire the imagination and the intellectual temper which 
prompted the administration of this library to hold a function to mark 
the fiftieth year of its acquisition of Sir Asutosh's private collection of 
books which would be a precious possession for any library in the 
world. It shows this library's love of books which alone can bind its 
staff and its readers in a common intellectual bond. It is often said 
that our country lacks institutional instinct. Not being a sociologist 1 am 
incapable of going deep into its reasons. But as a layman 1 have been 
observing since our independence that our organizations, academic or 
industrial, are weakened by the very strength of those who can create 
several centres of power in a single institution. Perhaps it is natural in 
a new democracy where the right of dissent from authority splits 
authority into fragments. In subject India we had innumerable princely 
States : in free India there are innumerable political parties. But 1 must 
stray away from my subject which is the personality of Sir Asutosh and 
his achievement as perhaps the greatest Indian academician of this 
century. I think he could do so much for the spread of learning in 
Bengal because he had profound learning of which this library's 
Asutosh Collection is a glowing proof. 


„== А : | ue 


An address given at the National Library, Calcutta, on Wednesday 22 September 1999, 
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On 51 March 1949 the four sons of Sir Asutosh, legal heirs to his 
property, addressed a letter to the first Education Minister of 
independent India, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, offering to donate to the 
library the entire collection of books, pamphlets and off-prints in their 
father's personal collection. The full text of this letter is reproduced in 
the souvenir of the Asutosh Centenary Exhibition held in this library in 
1965. Maulana Azad accepted his gift by his letter to the eldest son of 
Sir Asutosh, Justice Rama Prasad Mookerjee, in which he wrote : 
1 gladly accept on behalf of the Government your suggestion that the 
entire collection be kept in a separate hall as one unit as far as 
possible and be named "The Asutosh Mukhopadhyay Collection." This 
letter too is reproduced in the souvenir I have just mentioned. This 
magnificent gift came at a time when the Old Imperial Library had just 
been renamed The National Library. That is, our National Library 
received as a national institution the gift of a large and precious 
collection of books which belonged to a national fiqure in the 
intellectual life of modern India. 


The collection included 72,000 volumes fifty years ago. Now the number 
of titles is about 86,000 owing to subsequent gifts from Sir Asutosh's 
family including books on travels in the Himalayas presented by Sir 
Asutosh's third son, Uma Prasad Mookerjee, the celebrated writer of 
travelogues in the Bengali language. ! remember 1 gazed at the 
collection with a sense of awe and wonder and thought that its owner 
had a truly renaissance mind which valued human knowledge in all its 
branches. Asutosh was a Mathematician before his studies in law as a 
professional lawyer. But he was also a Sanskritist and soon after 
entering the legal profession he developed interest in literature, history 
and philosophy. It may not be widely known that Asutosh contributed a 
paper on Euclids geometry to Messenger of Mathematics, Cambridge, 
when he was in his Intermediate class at Presidency College. He was 
selected a Fellow of the Royal Astronomical Society in 1885, the year in 
which he took his Masters degree in Mathematics standing first in first 
class. He was then tweny-one years of age. When 1 reflect on the 
number of his papers on Mathematics published in foreign journals 
and on his association with societies like Mathematical Societies of 
France and Britain, | have the feeling that he would have been an FRS 
if he had not turned to the legal profession and educational 
administration. There is a list of his books on Mathematics which he 
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read as a student їп Atul Ghatak's Asutosher Chhatra Jivan (1924), 
later edited by Uma Prasad who puts in it a good deal of new material. 
It includes almost all books on the subject in the English language 
available at the time. But what is striking is the fact that even when he 
was concentrating on Mathematics he was keenly interested in 
literature. There is now a book entitled Dinalipi : Asutosh 
Mukhopadhyay. (1989) very ably edited by Dr. Dinesh Chandra Singha, 
a diary maintained in English covering the years 1885 and 1884. Most 
of the books mentioned in this diary are on mathematics and science. 
Биї Asutosh also recorded his reading of Bacon's Advancement of 
Learning and Boswell's Life of Dr. Johnson. Actually the diary presents 
an amazing variety of books on science, literature, history and 
philosophy which he read before his graduation with honours in 1884. 
| think it gives us an idea of the mind of the person who later built up 
the collection now housed in this library which contains many rare 
works which would be a precious treasure for any library of the world. 
Amongst the sixteenth and seventeenth century titles this.collection has 
a copy of the first English translation of Euclids Geometry and a Latin 
work on Roman Law published in 1552, a Greek book on philosophy 
published in 1570 and an edition of Aesop's Fables in verse published 
in 1668. This library has already published four volumes of catalogues 
of books of this collection covering fine arts, literature, history and 
science. The 1855 pages of these four cataloques constitute an 
excellent bibliographical introduction to the printed knowledge of the 
world. 


| am afraid 1 do not have the ability to present to you an estimate of 
the personality and achievement of Sir Asutosh in this address. 1 may 
try to say a few words about two aspects of his work as an educationist 
and.scholar, his contribution to the development of higher teaching 
and research in our modern Indian languages and his idea of academic 
freedom. I look upon Asutosh as a pioneer in the first. He was the first 
among Indians to speak of Indian literature as one literature written in 
many lanquages. When in 1891 Asutosh addressed his historic letter to 
the Registrar of Calcutta University proposing the inclusion of modern 
Indian language in the Universitys curriculum he had already realized 
that the new awakening of his country was first manifest in its 
literature. It was the year of the death of Vidyasagar and Bankim 
Chandra had three years more to live. It is not unlikely that Asutosh 
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had in mind the fact that the author of Anandamath and the poet of 
Vandemataram was one of the two first graduates of Calcutta University. 
As a scholar with a remarkably wide range of reading in European 
literature Asutosh knew that English was not a subject of study in either 
of the two old Universities of Britain, Oxford and Cambridge, when 
Shakespeare wrote his immortal plays or Milton composed Paradise 
Lost, Pope wrote his satires, Wordsworth led the English Romantic 
Movement and Tennyson wrote his In Memorium. It is indeed difficult 
to ascertain if Asutosh was influenced by the ideas of the apologists of 
English studies in British universities when he urged the introduction of 
our vernaculars in our university curricula. It is, however, important to 
remember that the year in which Asutosh wrote his letter to the 
Registrar proposing the introduction of courses in our vernaculars was 
the year of the publication of J. C. Collin's The Study of English 
Literature which began the movement towards the establishment of an 
Honour School in English in the University of Oxford in 1897. 


Asutosh explained his idea of the vernacular as the vehicle of a nation's 
culture in the address he delivered as president of the Howrah Vangiya 
Sahitya Sammelan in 1919. It is very appropriately given as the 
opening piece of a book containing five of his literary addresses 
published as Jatiya Sahitya in 1924. The work is now available in 
English translation published by the Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan. In his 
foreword to the book Rabindranath specially mentioned this address 
entitled 'Bharatiya Sahityer Bhavishyat as an expression of the great 
ideal of a national literature. In this address he asked his people to roll 
up the map of Bengal to have a contented look at the map of India. It 
is significant that while extolling Bengali as a language he exalted 
Indian literature as the vehicle of Indian culture. He powerfully summed 
up his view on this point in his address at a special convocation of the 
University to confer an Hon. D. Litt. on Rabindranath Tagore. Here I 
may digress a bit to remove the misconception that Asutosh gave 
Rabindranath this honour after the award of the Nobel Prize to him in 
1915, This special convocation was held on 26 December 1915, The 
Nobel Prize was awarded to him in absentia at Stockholm on 10 
November 1913. The news reached India on 14 November. Our 
University took the decision to confer an Hon. D. Litt. on the poet at a 
meeting of its Syndicate held on 28 October 1915. On 15 November 
the resolution was approved by the Senate where Asutosh said, 
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‘Rabindranath-Tagore, the celebrated lyric poet... occupies at the 
present time a prominent position in Bengali literature. The resolution 
«as seconded by Sir Gooroodas Banerjee. At the special convocation 
Asutosh gave an expression to his idea of recognizing our vernaculars 
as a subject of study in our universities: "We must not overlook the 
rue significance of the worldwide recognition now accorded for the first 
time to the writings of an author who has embodied the best products 
of his genius in an Indian vernacular." 1 do not wish to tire your 
patience by going into the details of Asutosh's efforts which led to the 
introduction of Bengali as a subject of postgraduate studies in Calcutta 
University. The whole story is well told in Dinesh Chandra Sens 288- 
oage Asutosh-Smritikatha published in 1957 and for a precise 
:hronology of this eventful history you can read Subarnalekha, a large 
395-page work edited by Asutosh Bhattacharya and Asit Kumar 
Sandyopadhyay and published in 1974 to mark the golden jubilee of 
.alcutta University's Department of Bengali. | think Asutosh's 
achievement in establishing our vernaculars as an academic discipline 
was a heroic achievement because he did everything all by himself. 
[hose who are acquainted with the history of English studies in Britain 
as it is presented in Stephen Potters Muse in Chain (1956), E.M.W. 
Tillyard's The Muse Unchained : an Intimate Account of the Revolution 
of English Studies at Cambridge (1958) and D. J. Palmer's The Rise of 
Fnglish Studies : an Account of the Study of English Language and 
'iterature from its Origins to the Making of the Oxford English School 
ave noticed that in Britain the establishment of English as a 
espectable subject of study in its universities was the work of a group 
21 dedicated scholars. How I wish a Bengali Tillyard write the history of 
vengali in Calcutta University suggesting means of improving the quality 
vi teaching and research in the subject. I am particularly stressing the 
value of Asutosh's idea of Bengali only as a part of Indian literature. 
ine distinguished German scholar E. R. Curtius regrets in his European 
Literature and the Latin Middle Ages (1940; Eng.tr., W. R. Rask, 1955) 
‘hat "a science of European literature has no place in the pigeon-holes 
of our universities." I think even at the end of the twentieth century we 
^ave such pigeon-holes in Indian universities which have done very 
"Че to promote the idea of an Indian literature. Asutosh was the first 
> summon us to the great task of promoting that idea. 
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The other aspect of Asutosh's work as an educationist 1 wish to deal 
with is his powerful defence of academic freedom. 1 am affraid one 
cannot go deep into this subject in this city without being involved in 
unpleasant controversies. 1 will therefore place before you instances of 
Asutosh's determination to uphold the freedom of the university and 
oppose all forms of official interference and I do not wish to say 
anything about the relevance of this courage to our problems of 
university administration today. Asutosh was unhappy about official 
interference in university affairs. But during the first four two-year terms 
of his Vice-chancellorship from 1906 to 1914 and later his fifth term of 
office between 1921 and 1925, he could save the independence of the 
university although there was a clash between the government and the 
people during Swadeshi Movement and Non-cooperation Movement in 
the period. But Asutosh had a direct conflict with the Chancellor Lord 
Lytton when there was a proposal to make him Vice-Chancellor in 
1925. Lord Lytton даме him a letter towards the end of 1925 offering 
him Vice-chancellorship for the sixth time under some conditions which 
meant cooperation with the Government in respect of the impending 
university bill. This idea of appointment under some conditions 
enraged the Bengal Tiger. He did not welcome several provisions of the 
bill, particularly those which empowered the Government to interfere 
with the administration of the university. He was happy that Sir Michael 
Sadler who was chairman of the University Commission appointed in 
1917 wanted our universities to be free institutions. 1 am quoting a few 
sentences from his letter to Lord Lytton to give you an idea of the 
fearless courage with which he treated His Excellency's offer : "I shall 
finally consider your offer to reappoint me as Vice-chancellor subject to 
a variety of conditions. There are expressions in your letter which imply 
that 1 am an applicant for the post. Let me assure you that if you and 
your minister are under such an impression, you are entirely mistaken. 
You ask me to give you a pledge that I shall exchange an attitude of 
opposition for one of whole-hearted assistance. You are not apparently 
acquainted with the traditions of the high office which I have held for 
ten years." That was a great voice, a noble voice which we do not 
seem to hear in these latter days and on that I end my rambling 
address. 


Thank you, 
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History and Growth of the 
Asutosh Collection 
Ballari Bandyopadhyay 


| INTRODUCTION 

Sir Asutosh Mukhopadhyay (1864-1924) was born in Calcutta on 
29 June,.1864. He was a versatile genius. He was the Chief 
Justice of the Calcutta High Court, the Vice-Chancellor of the 
Calcutta University, an internationally acclaimed mathematician and 
was popularly known as "Bengal's Tiger" for his personality, 
fearlessness and grit. A little known trait of this charismatic, multi- 
dimensional personality is that he was an avid bibilophile. His 
personal collection, donated to the National Library, comprises at 
present about 86,000 volumes and is known as the Asutosh 
Collection. This special collection, gifted to the National Library 
with certain conditions, is believed to be the largest single-donor 
collection to be housed in any National Library in the world. This 
legendary fiqure's real love for scholarship is eloquently reflected 
in the variety of subjects covered by the collection. 


2 HISTORY 
A brief history of the evolution of the Asutosh Collection starting 
from the early stages till the present, is outlined in the following 
paragraphs. 


2.1 Early History 
It is well-known that Sir Asutosh's father, Dr. Gangaprasad 
Mukhopadhyay, himself a brilliant qraduate of the Calcutta Medical 
College, spared no pains to provide intellectual nourishment to his 
son by a regular supply of valuable books right from his school 
days. It is said that Sir Asutosh was presented with a fine 
collection of books and periodicals on Mathematics by his father, 
and that it was these books worth about Rs. 10,000/- then, that 
later formed the nucleus of the present Asutosh Collection. Later, 


senior Library & Information Assistant, In-charge of the Asutosh Collection, 
National Library, Calcutta. 
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2.2 


as Sir Asutosh started acquiring books for his personal library, 
standing orders used to be placed with well-known firms in 
Europe and America for supply of quality books to him. Auction 
sales of private collections also provided him with opportunities 
for acquiring rare books. Sir Asutosh, despite his exacting work 
schedule, used to devote his Sundays exclusively to the nurturing 
of his ever-growing library. His palatial house on Russa Road (now 
Asutosh Mukherjee Road) in South Calcutta, was, to a large extent, 
a library. A few years after his death, during the Second World 
War, a large part of the collection was shifted to the family's 
ancestral house at Madhupur, Bihar, for its safe keep. 


History of the Donation 


The Asutosh Collection, the 'treasure-house' of the National Library 
of India, is a precious gift to the nation by the heirs of the late 
Sir Asutosh Mukhopadhyay. 


Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, the first Education Minister of 
independent India, received a letter from the worthy sons of Sir 
Asutosh offering to donate their illustrious father's unique 
collection of books, documents etc. to the National Library, 
Calcutta. The full text of the letter, dated 51st March, 1949, 
addressed to the Minister, is given below : 


Dear Sir, 


We intend to make a gift of the Library left by our revered father, 
the late Sir Asutosh Mookerjee, to the National Library (previously 
known as the Imperial Library) located at Calcutta. 


This collection of books is a unique one so far as a private library 
is concerned. Books in different languages, Indian and foreign, іп 
subjects so various as literature, history, philosophy, economics, 
mathematics, astronomy, physics, physiology, anthropology, law 
and art are to be found in this Library. Various journals of diverse 
societies in different countries also find a place. Besides, there is 
a rich collection of reproductions of paintings. 
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It is our desire that this unique private collection of India should 
be given to the nation so that scholars may have the opportunity 
of utilising the same and proper precautions are taken for its 
location, preservation and maintenance. This entire collection 
should be kept in a separate hall as one unit as far as possible 
and be known as “ASUTOSH MUKHOPADHYAY COLLECTION". 


A substantial portion of the rare section of the library was 
removed for safety during the last war to our house at Madhupur 
in the Santhal Parganas. They are securely packed in cases and 
steps will have to be taken by the Government to bring them 
down to Calcutta. The remaining portion is housed at the above 
address. Arrangements may be made for the removal of the 
books to Belvedere, the new location of the National Library, 
under proper care and supervision. There is no complete 
catalogue of the entire collection and it will be necessary in the 
first instance to compile the same as soon as the books are 
removed. 


To maintain the continuity and the value of the library it is 
essential to take immediately the advice of experts as to the 
continuation of the series which are in this collection. We are sure 
proper steps will be taken for providing special facilities to 
scholars and researchers to fully utilise the library. Appropriate 
facilities may, however, be given to such members of our family 
as may require any of these volumes for special study. 


We do not think that there is any reasonable chance of the 
National Library being removed from Calcutta. But if in future the 
National Library is removed from out of Calcutta, this collection 
will have to be offered by Government, in the first instance, to 
the University of Calcutta. If the University be not in a position to 
arrange for the location and maintenance of the Library an offer 
will be made to the Government of West Bengal on the same 
terms. It is our desire that the library should continue to be in 
Calcutta, where our father was born and had lived and worked. 
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As soon as this offer is accepted, arrangements may be made for 
the removal of the books to the National Library under the terms 
abovementioned. 


Yours faithfully, 


Sd./- Rama Prasad Mookerjee 
д Syama Prasad Mookerjee 
à Uma Prasad Mookerjee 
Вата Prasad Mookerjee 
77, Asutosh Mookerjee Road, 
Calcutta. 


This offer came just after the Imperial Library had been renamed 
"National Library" and the Government of India decided to make it 
a national institution in the true sense of the term by offering to 
the public full facilities for study and research. As private 
collections had long been known to have formed the nucleus of a 
number of the National Libraries of the world, this gracious gift 
came to be seen as providential and was accepted by Maulana 
Abul Kalam Azad on behalf of the Government of India. He 
replied to the offer of donation as follows : 


Dear Mr. Justice Mukherjee, 


1 am very glad to receive your letter of the 31st March, 1949, 
and wish to convey to you and your brothers warm appreciations 
on behalf of the Government of India and myself for the very 
generous offer contained therein. It is a fitting memorial to your 
revered father, late Sir Asutosh Mukherjee, that you should intend 
to offer his collection of books to the National Library, Calcutta. 


Sir Asutosh Mukherjee was distinguished throughout his life for 
his devotion to the cause of education and is truly regarded as 
one of the creators of modern universities in India. He was a 
great educational administrator and in addition a great educator 
and scholar himself. The range of his interests is evident from the 
collection itself which covers subjects so diverse as literature, 
history, philosophy, economics, mathematics, astronomy, physics, 
physiology, anthropology, law and art. It seems right and proper 
that you and your brothers should decide to continue his service 
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Sir Asutosh as Chief douce (1920) 





Lady Jogamaya МооКепее 





Dr. Gangaprasad Mokhopadhyay 


Sir Asutosh's Father 





Sir Asutosh in his Library (1917) 


to the cause of education by offering his rich collection to the 
Nation as a aift for the use of students and scholars for 
generations to come. 


| gladly accept on behalf of the Government your suggestion that 
the entire collection should be kept in a separate hall as one unit 
as far as possible and be named "The Asutosh Mukhopahdyay 
Collection". You have stated that should the National Library be 
removed out of Calcutta, this collection should be offered in the 
first instance to the University of Calcutta and failing their 
acceptance, to the Government of West Bengal, so that it may 
continue to be in Calcutta where Sir Asutosh Mukherjee lived and 
worked. | can assure you that at present the Government of India 
have no intention to remove the National Library from Calcutta 
and І am personally of the opinion that there is no likelihood of 
such a contingency arising. The Government of India have a 
separate proposal for establishing a Central Library in New Delhi 
and intend that the National Library should continue in Calcutta 
where it is being utilised to such good purpose by so large a 
number of students and scholars. In the unlikely contingency of a 
future Government of India deciding to remove the National 
Library from Calcutta, your stipulation for the maintenance of your 
father's collection in Calcutta in the terms specified above will, 
however, be honoured. This will be one of the conditions under 
which the Government are accepting your generous offer to place 
the library at the disposal of the Nation. 


Your request that special facilities should be provided to scholars 
and researchers to fully utilise the Library is also acceptable to 
Government. This in fact constitutes part of the service which the 
National Library is intended to and does offer. Any special facility 
that members of your family may require for using a particular 
volume for special study will also as far as possible be available. 


| have noted that at present there is no complete catalogue of the 
entire collection and 1 am instructing the Librarian of the National 
Library to take steps to have such a catalogue prepared. ! am 
also instructing him to arrange to take delivery and arrange for 
the transfer to Belvedere of both the books which are at present 
in Calcutta and of those which are now at Madhupur. 
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2.9 


I would, іп conclusion, once again express the appreciation of the 
Government of India and my personal satisfaction at the generous 
offer which you and your brothers have made. 


Yours truly, 


Sd./- Abul Kalam Azad 
Mr. Justice К. Р. Mukherji, 
77, Asutosh Mookerjee Road, 
Calcutta. 


The collection, standing then at 72,000 volumes, was shifted from 
the Calcutta and Madhupur (Bihar) residences of the donors to 
the National Library. The collection contains some exceedingly rare 
and valuable documents. 


Post-donation History 


Since the time of the acceptance of this remarkable qift by the 
National Library, the donors have added more books and 
documents to the Asutosh Collection from time to time. 


Notable among the additions is the unique and rich collection of 
documents, pertaining to the literature of travel and 
mountaineering in the Himalayas donated by the late Umaprasad 
Mukhopadhyay, the third son of Sir Asutosh and a well-known 
Himalayan traveller-cum-travelogue writer, which, according to the 
wish of the donor has been kept separately but as part of the 
Asutosh Collection. A special sub-committee was constituted in 
1960 to consider which of the serial publications of the Collection 
should be brought up-to-date. According to the recommendations 
of this sub-committee, certain identified volumes of serial titles 
were purchased. 


Currently housed on the fourth floor of the Annexe Building, the 
Asutosh Collection functions as a full-fledged library within a 
library. 


THE COLLECTION 


The Asutosh Collection is regarded as a unique one because of its 
size and variety of subjects covered and the rarity of many of the 
books, documents etc. that form part of it. Books in different 
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languages апа in varied subjects, such as Anthropology, 
Astronomy, Economics, Fine Arts, Geography, History, Law, 
Literature, Mathematics, Philosophy, Physics, Physiology, Religion 
etc. are to be found in this collection. The idea that a single 
individual could study so many subjects in depth and range, 
boggles one's imagination. 


The Asutosh Collection is rich in rare and varied illustrations and 
original works too. It also includes about 170 titles of rare 
periodicals. Though the collection is general in nature, it 
specialises in legal documents. It is interesting to note that Sir 
Asutosh had put his name on most of the important books noting 
details of the price paid and their intrinsic worth, according to his 
estimate, with dates and remarks such as “Rare”, "Very Rare", 
"Unique" and so on. In quite a few other books there are some 
interesting marginalia in his own hand. The information revealed 
through these remarks may have historical value and may well be 
an interesting subject of study. 


Instead of approaching the description of books from the angle of 
their subject contents only, the following brief description may be 
helpful to those interested in selecting matter from this prized 
collection. 


Old Publications 


There are шапу 16th and 17th century publications in the 
Asutosh Collection. Printed in hand-made paper, most of these 
dccuments are still preserved very well and are in easily readable 
condition. Some of them have been laminated and re-bound. The 
oldest document of the Collection is a book in Latin with the title 
of "Notitia Vtraqve..." published in 1552 from Basileae. It deals 
with the Roman law and administration. The first English 
translation of Euclide's Geometry, titled "The Elements of 
Geometrie of the Most Ancient Philosopher Evclide of Megara", 
published in London in 1570, contains folded, paper-cut figurines 
to depict three dimensionally the problems of solid geometry. The 
Collection includes a Greek book "Demosthenous Logoi, Kai 
Prooimia Demegorika, Kai Epistolai..."^ by Demosthenes, published 
in 1570 from Lvtetiae. 
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Manuscripts 


There are a few manuscripts in the Collection, collected by Sir 
Asutosh and his third son Umaprased Mukhopadhyay. These 
include "Vivadabhangarnava", a digest of the Hindu law — ап 
original sanskrit manuscripts on "tulat" paper, written in the 
Devanagari script. "Dayabhaga", a treatise on the Hindu law of 
inheritance, is another Sanskrit manuscript on "tulat" paper. A 
prestigious portion of the holding is the "Sarat Manuscript 
Corner”. A number of original manuscripts of the great novelist 
Sarat Chandra Chattopadhyay, including the one of his novel 
"Pather Dabi" has found its place along with a large number of 
his own letters, documents, articles and other novels. 


Rare Bound Volumes 

Goethe's “Faust”, published in the year 1874, the text of which is 
in German and in Gothic script is a large book, about half a 
metre long, bound in Morocco having the title raised by gold 
tooling, corners and embossed medallions, depicting the various 
characters of the play in silver alloy. "The Preacher”, an edition of 
the Bible published in 1849, is yet another example of very rare 
quality of binding and illuminated work. The cover is delicately 
carved on black wood, each single page has different, unique 
gold-illuminated designs. “The Book of Common Prayer”, printed 
on hand-make paper (1905) is found with "Oak" covers with a 
leather spine and clasps to hold both sides of the cover. It was a 
rare copy even in 1904 and Sir Asutosh acquired it for 120 rupees, 
a fortune by the standard of the time. That Sir Asutosh was 
fascinated by the unique artistry of the binding of documents is 
evident from the remarkable variety of book binding found in his 
Collection. 


Limited, Autographed and Expensive Editions 


There are about a thousand volumes of the above types in the 
Asutosh Collection, a majority of these are on the European 
literature. Usually such publications were used to be expensive as 
they were printed on hand-made paper and bound in Morocco, 
Vellum or other expensive materials. They often carried the 
author's or the artist's signature. Printed in 1909, on expensive 
Japanese Vellum, only 25 copies of A.W. Upson's "Lyrics and 
Sonnets" had been published on Japan Vellum, of which the copy 
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in the Asutosh Collection bears number 12. Samuel Taylor 
Coleridge's "The Rime of the Ancient Mariner" is a very rare copy 
because only 150 copies had been printed in 1905 on the Vellum 
and bound in Vellum too. The number of Asutosh Collection's 
copy in 44. Only 250 copies of Henry M. Stanley's "In Darkest 
Africa" were published in 1890. The volume in the Asutosh 
Collection is numbered 240 and contains the author's autograph. 
Gautier's "Cleopatra", published in London in 1899, is copy 
number 15 of the choice edition deluxe (1000 copies on hand- 
made paper), bears the remark "Printed for the Hon. Doctor 
Asutosh Mukhopadhyay", with the publisher's signature. 


Original Paintings 


Sir Asutosh had collected a few sets of original paintings, of 
which, mention may be made of the famous mica paintings. A 
number of series of themes like the Indian professionals, Indian 
vehicles, have been drawn on very fine sheets of mica which are 
colourful, bright and of high aesthetic value. Besides, 55 original 
water colour paintings, a set of original Chinese paintings 
(Canton paintings), too are in the Collection. 


Illustrated Books 


Several hundred books containing in the main illustrations of a 
variety of subjects, testify to the range of the collector's interests. 
These include “Views of Calcutta and its Environs” by Sir Charles 
D'oyly, lithographed and published in London in 1848; "The 
Sundhya” by Mrs. 5. С. Belnos published in 1851, being a 
detailed pictorial description of the rites performed by the 
Brahmins during their daily prayers; "Twenty Four Plates 
Illustrative of Hindoo and Europan Manners in Bengal, Drawn on 
the Stone by A. Colin from the Sketches by Mrs. Belnos", 
published in London in 1832; "Les Hindous” (1807-12) by Р. B. 
Solvyns, being a collection of 500 coloured plates illustrating the 
occupations, festivals and costumes of the Hindus; "Oriental 
scenery" (1795-1808) by Thomas Daniell; "Voyages Dans l'Inde” 
(1841-46) by Aleksiei Dmitrievich Kniaz Saltykov and many large 
sized illustrated books on varied subjects such as dermatology, 
Indian venomous snakes, the Rhododendron, conch shells, the 
Ajanta paintings, Buddhist architecture, Asiatic birds, Indian towns 
and cities, Shakespearean drama and so on. 
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The Law Collection of Sir Asutosh 


Particularly noteworthy is Sir Asutosh's collection of books and 
documents on Law. A majority of the published Indian law serials 
are to be found along with a large number of the 19th century 
law titles. Entire series of Law Reports of England, Scotland, 
Ireland, United States, Canada, Ceylone etc. are included in the 
law collection. Some of the extremely rare 18th and 19th century 
reports of the Admiralty, the Ex-chequer, Chancery, King's and 
Queen's Bench constitute the proud possession of the Collection. 


Mathematical and Other Scientific Documents 


As a renowned mathematician Sir Asutosh could boast of more 
than 20 publications to his credit in international journals; the 
reports of some of them are found in the Collection. He had 
collected Laplace's documents in French. Works of several other 
famous mathematicians like Delambre, written in their original 
lanquage form, were also collected in addition to the monumental 
editions like “The Collected Mathematical Papers of Arthur Cayley” 
(15 vols.). Sir Isaac Newton's "Philosophiae Naturalis Principia 
Mathematica" in Latin (1760), the first English translation of 
Euclide's Geometry, published in 1570, Colebrook' translation of 
Bhaskaracharya's "Lilavati^, a mathematical text printed in Calcutta 
in 1895 etc. are some examples of the richness of this treasure- 
house of books. 


Besides mathematical documents, the Asutosh Collection possesses 
about 5200 publications on scientific and technological subjects, 
which include out of print, rare and unique editions. 


Shakespeare and Other Literary Classics 


Shakespeare's literary works have an imposing position in the 
Collection's English literary production. There are about 115 
volume by William Shakespeare and more than the same number 
on Shakespeare. The Vale Shakespeare (59 vols.) was limited to 
310 copies and was published between 1900 and 1905 on hand- 
made paper. Henry Irving's famous edition of Shakespeare's works 
was published in 1895 and contains 1245 illustrative engravings. 
Both these rare editions were part of the priceless possession of 
the great bibliophile. The facsimile reproduction (1902) of the first 
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folio edition of 1625, which incidentally was autographed by Sir 
Sidney Lee, is a rare and valued treasure. The first illustrated 
edition of "Paradise Lost" (1688), along with the earliest edition of 
Milton's Poetical Works in 5 volumes (1794-97) are available in the 
Collection. Other works include facsimile reprint of the first 
edition (1605) of the Spanish classic Don Quixote, and big sets of 
works by John Ruskin, Sir Walter Scott, Daniel Defoe, Charles 
Dickens, George Eliot, Rudyard Kipling, Robert Louis Stevenson, 
Charles and Mary Lamb and so on. Goethe's "Faust" in different 
editions and his other works and works of Heine, Schiller, and 
many other poets are also in the Collection. 


5.10 Other Assorted Unique Documents 


Of the enormously long lists of precious publications collected by 
Sir Asutosh, some assorted documents are being made mention 
of. "The Journal of Indian Art" (1886-1917), published from 
London, is a glittering example unveiling the ancient and 
traditional art forms of Indian culture and heritage. Works of 
Rembrandt, Turner along with Coomaraswamy's "Rajput Painting” 
(1916) are worth mentioning. "The Sacred Books of the East”, 
edited by Max Muller and the Sanskrit-Italian prose version of 
Gorresio's ten volume "Ramayana" can also be found here. A 
Bengali edition of "The Ramayunu" of Kirtee Bass (5 vols.), 
published from the Serampore Mission Press in 1802 and the 
1769 edition of “Annadamanqal” in Bengali, printed in Calcutta, 
are worth mentioning. Different editions of "The Arbian Nights” 
including the finest edition of the translations by E.W. Lane, John 
Payne and Sir Richard F. Burton, and "Rubaiyat of Omar 
Khayyam", most of them being Fitzgerald's translations, beautifully 
illustrated, are in the Collection. One copy with the illustrations of 
Abanindra Nath Tagore, printed in London without the date, is 
another prize possession of the Collection. The Collection's 
publications on History, Geography, Travels and Biography are 
also rich in variety and rarity. 


FUNCTIONAL OUTLINES 


The current holdings of the Asutosh Collection stand at 
approximately 86,000 volumes. The documents are arranged in 
15,524 feet (4,125 metres) of steel shelves on the 4th floor of the 
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Annexe Building. The total floor space is about 8,800 sq. feet. 
Being a closed access library, the stack area is out of bounds for 
users and visitors. 


Processing 


The documents on the shelves have been classified according to 
the Dewey Decimal Classification. For special reasons, the 
sequence has been broken at times, such as juvenile literature, 
books on the Himalayan travel etc. have been grouped separately. 
Very rare documents including manuscripts have been Керї under 
lock for reasons of safety. Books in different languages are 
arranged language wise. 


A major part of the Asutosh Collection has been catalogued to the 
minutest detail according to the A.L.A. Cataloguing Rules for 
descriptive cataloguing. The catalogued cards along with all 
relevant indices are available in the card cabinets for the perusal 
of the users at the Collection itself. Also the following printed 
catalogues have already been published. 


Volume 1 Fine Arts; 

Volume 2 American and European Literature; 

Volume 5 - History, Geography, Travels and Biography; 
Volume 4 Science and Technology; 


Volume 5 containing Philosophy, Religion, and a portion of the 
Social Sciences is now in press. 


Incidentally, the entries included in the printed cataloque are 
merged with the Main Card Catalogue of the National Library once 
the printed volumes are published. The 'AC' mark, prefixing the 
classification number, signifies that the documents are to be found 
in the Asutosh Collection. 


Maintenance and Preservation 


Since its inception the maintenance and preservatory functions 
have always received special importance. Dusting of the books 
and documents is routine. Disinfecting work is done at reqular 
intervals. Considering the rarity and oldness of many of the 
documents, microfilming, binding, mending and fumigation 
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A Facsimile reproduction of the title page of 'Gautier's Cleopatra’, a choice Edition 
De Luxe, of which copy no. 13 was exclusively pnnted for Sir Asutosh Mukhopadhyay. 
(Asutosh Collection) 





A fine specimen of original painting from “A collection of paintings containing 
the sketches from Indian life and its customs and castumes” collected by 
Sir Asutosh Mukhopadhyay. (Asutosh Collection) 


Nava Nan : 
Onginal Miniature Painting. 








"Interieur du Couvent de Condgeveram" 
SALTYKOV. A. D. K. Voyages dans L'Inde, 1841-6. 
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activities are also carried out. Thorough cleaning of documents at 
intervals is also undertaken for proper preservation. Provision for 
stabilising the temperature and humidity of the place where the 
Collection is housed has been made by centralised air 
conditioning of the places concerned. 


Services to Users 


The Asutosh Collection has a small Reading Room of its own which 
is open on all working days from 9.50 a.m. to 6.00 p.m. Ten 
readers can use the Collection at a time. The staff in charge are 
always attentive to the readers and the scholars using the 
Collection. All manner of reference and biblioqraphic service is 
extended to the scholars in India and abroad. Reprographic 
facilities are provided to users for academic use of materials. Most 
of the scholars using the Collection are engaged in research and 
academic pursuits. 


Exhibitions and Visitors 


The Asutosh Collection has a permanent exhibition site of its own 
where some rare and interesting documents are kept in glass- 
topped display boxes. Special exhibitions are arranged on the 
occasion of the visit of dignitaries and also for observing 
celebrations relevant to the Collection. Quite a number of 
distinquished and prominent personalities of India and other 
countries visit the Collection every year. 


CONCLUSION 


An attempt has been made to give in a few pages a brief idea of 
the multi-dimensional nature of what is known to be the largest 
single-individual collection forming part of any National Library 
among the National Libraries of the major countries of the world. 
It is hoped that this modest effort will help both general readers 
and serious scholars gain a preliminary idea of the variety and 
richness of this bibliographical treasure-house. Needless to say, 
long, painstaking exploration of this treasure-trove only can lay 
open the many splendours of this treasure to serious scholars. 
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а. Н. Putman was published in 1908 with the catalogue number 002. 
Again a book on ‘Arctic Regions' by J. Н. V. Linschsten, published in 
1914, has been denoted by the classification number 998, It must be 
stressed that a majority of books are more than a hundred years old. 
But the preservation is so excellent that very few books are marked as 
damaged or brittle. This is a strange library with strange books, so far 
as subject, author, decoration, size, binding, date of publication etc. are 
concerned. In this library, you will be amazed to find John Boydell's 
book. John Boydell (1719-1804) published in 1854 in 15 volumes, the 
Dramatic Works of Shakespeare, fully illustrated by eminent artists of 
Great Britain and America. The American edition of the book came in 
1852 with the magnificent size of 74 cm x 60' cm and weighing 
more then 50 Кд. 


Many authors hold mathematics as Asutosh's first love. But in my 
opinion, this super-man had strong fascination over a wealth of books 
dealing with a variety of subjects. He collected an unimaginably large 
number of books, arranged them in order, memorised much of their 
content, made marginal notes while reading them and even made 
corrections of the printed matter, where he thought it necessary. He 
qave to research scholars in their endeavours to the historical 
developments of the topics in broad aspect, the opportunity to find 
correct materials. 


Since the initial donation of books made by Sir Asutosh's sons, further 
donations followed from the family. The collection of the late 
Umaprasad Mukhopadhyay was added to the Asutosh Collection. Thus 
the number of books has at present swelled to approximately 86000 
volumes. 


A GLIMPSE INTO BOOKS ON MATHEMATICS 


The main characteristic of Dewey's decimal classification number is, the 
whole number portion must always be in three digits while the decimal 
numbers used for sub-classification may run to any number of digits. 
Numbers from 510 to 519 have been allotted to the subject, 
Mathematics. Each class number, for example 510, carries sub- 
classification numbers to indicate other topics in this qroup. We are 
stating below the number of books the library possesses under this 
section and sub-sections. 
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510 Mathematics (43) 


510.1 Philosophy (5) 
210:5 Dictionaries and encyclopedias (2) 
510.4 Essays & lectures (12) 
510.5 | Periodicals (20) 
510.6 Organizations and societies (13) 
510.65 Congresses and conferences (1) 
510.7 Study & teaching (8) 
510.76 Problems & questions (46) 
510.78 Computation instruments and machines (1) 
510.782 5 Slide rules and planimeters (1) 
510/785 2 Adding & calculating machines (1) 
510.8 Collections (27) 
510.9 History (15) 


Thus we find 195 books under the general classification. The most 
important feature of the group is the works (complete) of notable 
persons like N. Н. Abel (1802-1829), J. Alembert (1717-1785), 
E. Beltrami (1855-1899), A. L. Cauchy (1789-1857), A. Cayley (1821- 
1894), а. Desarques (1591-1661), Р. De Fermat (1601-1665), К. Р. 
Gauss (1777-1855), D. F. Gregory (1815-1844), K. G. J. Jacobi (1805- 
1851), J. L. Lagrange (1756-1815), а. Е B. Riemann (1826-1866), 
J. J. Sylvester (1814-1897) etc. 


This section must be considered a golden treasure as the whole 
contributions of a particular mathematician can be found by a scholar 
without searching individual books. It becomes very important and 
helpful too if a scholar bases his research on such mathematician. 


Ј. К. Newman (1907-1966) has supplied a list of eminent 
mathematicians period wise. The fist name is Ahmes of the Egyptian 
civilization. To single out a name of the 20th century one could 
mention Srinivasa Ramanujan (1887-1920). Newman's list of eminent 
mathematicians has been classified by different centuries : 
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17th Century  : Desargues (1595-1662), Descartes (1596-1650), 
Fermat (1601-1665), Pascal (1625-1662), Wallis 
(1616-1705), Barrow (1650-1677), Gregory (1658- 
1675), Newton (1643-1727), Leibnitz (1646-1716), 
Jacob Bernoulli (1654-1705), John Bernoulli 
(1667-1748). 


18th Century : Euler (1707-1783), Demoivre (1667-1754), Taylor 
(1685-1741), Maclaurin (1698-1746), D'Alembert 
(1717-1785), Lagrange (1756-1815), Laplace 
(1749-1827), Cauchy (1759-1857). 


19th Century : Gauss (1777-1855), Von Staudt (1758-1867), Abel 
(1802-1829), Hamilton (1805-1865), Galois (1811- 
1852), Kiemann (1826-1866), Sylvester (1814- 
1897), Cayley (1821-1895), Weierstrass (1815- 
1897). 


Of the above noted 28 mathematicians, books by 22 have been 
catalogued in this library. Thus a research scholar can study how a 
particular mathematician's contribution developed over a period of time. 


Another aspect of a mathematician to study is his biography. Such 
biographies are also available in the Asutosh Collection. The following 
biographies of mathematicians are certainly useful additional reference 
books of the library. N. H. Abel (1802-1829), A. L. Cauchy (1789- 
1857), W. R. Hamilton (1805-1865), John Napier (1550-1617), 
W. Oughtred (1575-1660), М. Whewell (1794-1866), а. B. Airy (1801- 
1892), Tycho Brahe (1546-1601), G. Galileo (1564-1642), S. Newcomb 
(1855-1909), R. Boyle (1627-1691), A. Einstein (1879-1955), M. 
Faraday (1791-1867), Von Helmholtz (1821-1849), W. T. Kelvin (1824- 
1907), 1. Newton (1645-1727), 4. Clerk Maxwell (1831-1879). 


Among journals, the library has volumes of Acta Mathematica are of the 
most controversial mathematician С. Mittag-Leffler. 
EUCLID AS MATHEMATICIAN 


The Greek Geometry developed and flourished not in Athens but in 
Alexandria of Egypt. When the University of Alexandria was established, 
Euclid (565-275 B.C) became a teacher of that University. His original 
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name was Eukleides, which got lost under the currency of the most 
popular name, Euclid. The Dictionary of Modern Arabic by Hans Wehr 
gives the Arabic for Euclid as iqlidis. The word has a peculiarly aptness 
since in Arabic 'iglid' means key. The base word qis means measure. 
Thus iglidis means ‘key to measure’. Euclid was the son of Neucrates 
and was born at Tyre. 


The original works of Euclid are not available. The main source of his 
Elements' is the Arabic translation of al-Hajaj ibn-Yusuf-ibn-Mater, 
Hunayun-ibn-Isaq and Nasiruddin made during the 8th to the 13th 
centuries, A Latin translation from Arabic was made by the Adelard of 
Bath, an Englishman, in 1120 A.D. Gerard of Cremona (c 1114-1187) 
translated it from Isaq-Tabit's version. The first printed version was 
published from Venice in 1482. The book 'The Elements of Geometrie 
of the Most Ancient Philosopher Evclide of Magara' was translated by 
H. Billingsley and published in 1570. It is very unfortunate that Euclid 
was not aware of the word 'Geometry' and titled his book with a 
simple word ‘Elements’. The word 'Geometry' was coined by the Greek 
historian Herodotus (c 484-424 B.C). Euclid is not the original writer 
but a compiler from several sources. 


He is the author for whose work the Dewey classification number 5135, 
Elementary Euclidean Geometry has been reserved. Under this 
cataloque number, the library has 79 books including Billingsley's 
translation (size 29.5 X 20 cm). Out of the above, 29 books are 
various editions of Euclid's book. Sir Gooroodas Banerjee wrote a book 
under the title Elements of Geometry. The library possesses the book. 
The library also owns books on geometry by John Bolyai, Paul Carus, 
A. C. Clairant, A. Clebsch, David Hilbert, A. M. Legendre and Bertrand 
Russel. 


Euclid's geometry has smooth sailing throughout the world for a long 
period. However, from the early stage some of the axioms and 
postulates, on which the whole body of 465 propositions were built, 
were disputed. Euclid's Elements contain no preface or introduction. It 
starts with the statement, 'A point is that which has no part'. Here part 
denotes dimensions, i.e. length, breadth and thickness. Can anybody 
draw a point without taking a space? Again, a straight line has length 
but no breadth or thickness. When two straight lines meet at a point, 
it is a part of the straight lines, as such the point is endowed with the 
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property of length which brings in a serious contradiction. The greatest 
stumbling block was the fifth postulate of parallels. The German 
mathematician Georg Simon Kingel asserts that thirty unsuccessful 
attempts were made to prove the postulate on parallels. "Тһе 
vindication of Euclid came with the discovery in the nineteenth century 
of Non-Euclidean geometry when fundamental reasons were found for 
such postulate’. David Hilbert (1862-1943), the versatile mathematician 
of the century, remarked: if mathematical thinking is defective where 
are we to find the truth? 


However, many school teachers considered the book as very suitable 
for students. Many mathematicians earnestly strived to save Euclid. 
They offered various interpretations and also worked seriously to 
improve the structure of postulates and common notions, so that the 
Euclidean geometry could stand. Charles Lutwidge Dodgson (1832- 
1898), better known as Lewis Carroll, was in favour of Euclid. In order 
to defend him he composed an excellent scientific drama under the 
title Euclid and His Rivals’ published in 1879 and dedicated to Euclid. 
The main characters of the drama are Minos, Euclid, Rhadamanthus 
and Herr Niemand. Minos is a mythical king of Crete and became a 
judge in Hedes after his death. Rhadamanthus in the Greek myth was 
made a judge in the other world. Herr Niemand was Lewis Carroll 
himself and acted in defence of Euclid. In the drama Euclid 
admits : There are two defects and two only alleged to exist in my 
manual which 1 regard as crucial in this matter. The first concerns my 
arrangement of problems and theorems. The second my treatment of 
parallels. 


This wonderful drama, nicely written with dialogues free from fallacies, 
is a real treasure of the Asutosh Collection. 


MATHEMATICIAN JOHN NAPIER 


John Napier, the inventor of logarithm, was born in 1550 at Merchiston 
near Edinburgh and was the eldest son of Archibald Napier and Janet 
Bothwell. He was a student of Salvators College, St. Andrews. After 
passing the matriculation examination he went abroad—France, 
Germany and Italy. John Napier is recognised as an amateur 
mathematician. He is the author of two books, both written in Latin. 
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The Reading Corner of the Asutosh Collection 


l.  Mirifici Logarithmorum Canonis Descriptio was written in 1614. 
The book was translated by Edward Wright (1561-1615) under the 


title 'A description of the Admirable Table of Logarithms' and 
published in 1616. 


2. Before Descriptio, he wrote 'Mirifici Logarithmorum Canonis 
Constructio'. The English translation of the Constructio was done 
by William R. Macdonald and was published in 1889 under the 
title The Construction of Wonderful Canon of Logarithm consisting 
of 169 pages. 


The Royal Society of Edinburgh took an important resolution in July 
1912 to commemorate Napier's sensational book on logarithm. The 
outcome of this was the publication of an excellent book under the title 
Napier Tercentenary Memorial Volume’, edited by C. а. Knott in 1915. 


In his book Descriptio, Napier states : 'Seeing there is nothing (right 
well-beloved students of Mathematics) that is so troublesome to 
mathematical practice nor doth more modest and Hindu calculators, 
then the multiplications, divisions, square and cubical extractions of 
qreat numbers, which besides the tedious expense of time are for the 
most part subject to many slippery errors, 1 began therefore to 
consider in my mind by what certain and ready art 1 might remove 
those hindrances'. For the invention of logarithm he worked for a long 
period extending about 20 years (1594-1614). It is claimed that by 
1594 he was able to establish his canons for a new system of 
computation. 


Napier based his concept on the trigonometric relation where 
multiplication of two sines can be broken into difference of two cosines 
as : sin А sin В = ~ [cos (A+B) - Cos (A+B)]. In the construction of 
the canon of logarithms, Napier considers the values of sines at an 
interval of one minute and derived their log values. Though the base 
taken by Napier closely appears to “е” or better 1/е, his system is more 
important due to its concept for creating a new system of 
computation. The process prounded by him has not been adopted, 
though it is similar to natural logarithm. Logarithms have been devised 
with new and better bases and are used universally. 


The first person who understood the logarithm was Henry Briggs 
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(1561-1650). Henry Briags, M.A., of St. John's College, Cambridge, was 
Professor of Geometry at Gresham College during 1596 to 1619. 
Thereafter he was Professor of Astronomy at Oxford. Briggs viewed 
logarithm from another angle. He based his conception on the idea 
that any number can be represented with suitable exponent of 10. Пе 
considered successive square root of 10 upto the 54th in 53 places of 
decimals. Thus he got a series of numbers and the corresponding 
powers of 10. By operations of various numbers he derived the desired 
numbers and corresponding indices and gave the log of that number. 
Considering only 1000 numbers he prepared the log table in 14 
places of decimals. The book was titled 'Logarithmoram Chilias Prima 
and published in 1617. His next book 'Arithmetica Logarithmica was 
published in 1624 with numbers 1-20000 and 90000 to 100000. His 
common logarithm is the popular one and is widely used. 


The controversy between logarithms devised by Napier and Briggs has 
been settled thus : 


l. John Napier enjoys the all-important right of priority. 
+ 
2. Henry Briggs is entitled to the honour of independent invention. 


The library is in possession of all the books of Napier and also the 
biography of Napier by E. W. Hobson. 


THE MATHEMATICIAN EULER 


Leonhard Euler (1707-1783), a versatile mathematician, was the son of 
a clergyman at Besel. From his childhood he showed his aptitude in 
mathematics and was educated at the University of Besel. He delivered 
a superb lecture ‘De temperato' in 1722 and this earned him the prima 
laura degree of B.A. Next Year he got the degree of Master of 
Philosophy. 


From an early age he came in contact with the Bernoullis, the famous 
family of mathematicians. He served as Professor of the Imperial 
Academy of Science, Petersburg. In 1755, he joined the Besel University 
and then to the Berlin University with which he was associated for the 
rest of his life. He was Fellow of the Royal Society, the Academy of 
Science, Paris, the Society of Physics and Mathematics, Besel etc. He 
received 12 prizes from the Academy of Science, Paris. 
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He contributed in wide areas of Pure and Applied Mathematics and 
Physics. The coverage includes Analytical Geometry, Newtonian System, 
Differential Calculus, Infinitesimal Calculus, Mathematical Analysis, 
Theory of Partitions, Number Theory, Planetary Motions, Seven Bridges 
of Konigsburg, Polyhedron Formula, Elliptic Integrals, Topology etc. For 
Polyhedrons he introduced the relation V+F=E+2, for perfect numbers 
2"' (2-1). He introduced mathematical notations, ел, Л, sin, cos, tan, 
Е etc. 


For Л, he deduced more than 70 formulas, e.g. 
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The Library owns seven books by this distinguished mathematician. 


THE MATHEMATICIAN ASUTOSH 


It is very tragic that Asutosh's great fame and reputation as a jurist and 
educationist has overshadowed the wealth of his contributions in 
mathematics. Few people are aware of his mathematical contributions 
in various fields. This aspect of his multifarious achievements has not 
been properly highlighted. 


l. Just before his birth, in the year 1862, a journal under the title 
Messenger of Mathematics' was established by the junior 
mathematicians of Oxford, Cambridge and Dublin Universities with 
six renowned editors. When Asutosh attained eleven years of age, 
he deduced a direct proof of Euclid 1.25. After five years he sent 
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the proof to this journal and the same was published in their 
issue of 6th Oct., 1880. Thus the talent of a budding 
mathematician was beginning to be recognised. 


A genius hates idleness. The earliest mathematical insight of 
Asutosh is found from his unpublished handwritten manuscript 
Exercises on Euclid'. From July 1878 to December 1879 he solved 
548 exercises from Euclid. One problem runs as follows : To trisect 
a parallelogram by a line drawn (1) from a given point in one 
side, (2) from one of its angular points. 


William Kindon Clifford (1845-1879) F.R.S., was Professor of 
Applied Mathematics. He had this to say about Asutosh, "In a 
tragically short life with no more than fifteen working years, he 
enlarged scientific thought by a series of contributions as original 
as they were fertile, as far reaching as they are lucid." Clifford 
opened a new feature in 'Educational Times'. It published 
mathematical problems of all disciplines and others were invited to 
send the solutions. This highly intellectual qame was commenced 
just one year after 'Messenger of Mathematics' came into being. 
Many eminent mathematicians including several F.R.S. joined it. 
Among the F.R.S. we can mention Ball, Booth, Clifford, Cockle, 
Crofton, Houghton, Hirst, Malet, Merrifield, Moulton, Sylvester, 
Walker, Williamson and others. From 1885 to 1895 Asutosh was a 
most active participant in the games. About 255 questions and 
answers bear his name. When he first sent his question, his name 
carried no degree attached to it. Afterwards they appeared with the 
degrees / titles B.A., ER.A.S. and then M.A., F.R.A.S., F.R.S.E. Here 
he set about 80 questions, out of which some were solved by he 
himself. He offered about 155 solutions to problems set by others. 
In this respect Asutosh stood on the same footing as the eminent 
mathematicians of the West. Moreover, he was highly respected by 
all participants and was recognised as one of the best 
mathematicians. 


In 1882 he posed a problem : In a given triangle the sum of 
squares on the sides is equal to eight times square on the line 
joining the vertex with middle point of the base; prove that the 
triangle is right-angled. This at once leads to : 


а + b* + c^ = 8d? 
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Those who read geometry are aware of the property of a right- 
angled triangle as a? + b? = c?. Nobody experimented with what 
will happen if all the factors are taken on one side. Asutosh 
thought it out and solved it. 


Prof Evans, M. A., set a problem : Prove that the product of the 
six consecutive numbers cannot be a perfect square for any 
integral or commensurable value of x. 


Asutosh solved the problem in 5 steps and remarked : From the 
very form of which the truth of the theorem in question manifest. 
Thus before working, he concluded the truth of the theorem. 
Against his solution the proposer took one and half pages for its 
solution. 


Asutosh contributed many mathematical papers on Analytic and 
Differential Geometry. These are mainly derived from his lectures 
at the Indian Association for the Cultivation of Science. The 
Journal and Proceeding of the Asiatic Society of Bengal published 
about two dozens of his articles. Some of the off-prints can be 
had at the library. 


A Memoir on Plane Analytic Geometry' consists of 62 printed 
pages and is divided into 52 sections. He said, "It is my object in 
the present paper to bring together a number of theorems in 
plane analytic geometry which has accumulated in my hands 
during my study of that subject. Most of the propositions are here 
published for the first time. I believe that either the theorems or 
the methods of establishing them are original and except in a 
very few instances where I have inserted well-known results for the 
sake of avoiding disconnectness". 


He wrote a book under the title 'An Elementary Treatise on 
Geometry of Conics' published in 1895 and reprinted in 1927. It 
contains 97 propositions on parabola, hyperbola and ellipse with 
800 riders. The whole treatment is lucid and has been done in 
the masterly style of an eminent teacher. The book was used as a 
text at home and abroad for a long time. 
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CONCLUSION 


Though the main source of his mathematical contributions is his own 
collection, yet they are widely scattered. In order to promote scholar's 
familarity with the contributions, the time has come to take steps SO 
that all his contributions are systematically collected and edited for 
publication. It is our duty to remember this savant and this can be 
achieved if more and more scholars sincerely qo through his 
contributions and bring his super mathematical talent to the 
view of all. 
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Lawyer, Jurist and Judge 


Narendra Krishna Sinha 


Asutosh Mookerjee's first choice of a profession was that of a teacher 
and research worker. He felt the breath of a genuine intellectual urge. 
But the academic set-up was very unsuitable. He, therefore, drifted into 
law. This profession was his second choice. But it demanded great 
intellectual vitality. The path of law was hard walking. With a resolute 
will, prodigious industry and vast learning he very soon made a mark 
in the profession. Among the giants of the Calcutta High Court bar of 
those days mention may be made of Woodroffe, Jackson, Paul and 
Garth, W. C. Banerjee, T. N. Palit, Rashbehari Ghose and Gurudas 
Banerjee. The government letter which suggested his appointment as a 
High Court Judge in 1904 summed up the impression which he had 
created in the following words : "Dr. Mukherjee is noted at the bar for 
the conciseness of his arguments and his capacity for seizing the 
essential points of a case." The letter refers in appreciative terms to his 
remarkable industry and learning. He could have been at the top of his 
profession if he had not been raised to the bench. He did no go out 
for professional success alone with its social and economic premiums. 


Busy professional work did not put a check upon his scholastic pursuits. 
But the place of mathematics was now taken by law. His appointment 
as Tagore Law Professor in 1898 was regarded as a very natural 
recognition of his claims as a learned Jurist. This was the highest 
reward which a jurist in India could expect. The list of distinguished 
Tagore Law Professors begins with Herbert Cowell. Rashbehari Ghose 
was Tagore Law Professor in 1876, Gurudas Banerjee in 1878. J. а. 
Woodroffe was Asutosh Mookerjee's immediate predecessor. His 
successor was F. Peacock. On the roll of Tagore Law Professors we find 
many names that are known internationally and their works adorn the 
law libraries of the world. 


As Tagore Law Professor he delivered in 1898 twelve lectures on the 
Law of Perpetuities in British India. The Law of Perpetuities, as a 





Reprinted from “Asutosh Mookerjee, a Biographical Study”, by Narendra Krishna 
Sinha. Calcutta, Asutosh Mookerjee Centenary Committee, 1966. 
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Some Rare Books of the Asutosh Collection 
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The Madhupur (Bihar) Residence of Sir Asutosh 


were made according to the reason of the law or according to the 
immemorial usage, there might be a failure of justice. 


"This is nothing more than the process of judicial legislation, which is 
one of the recognised sources of law in many civilized states." 


In his foreword to the second edition of the Principles of the Hindu 
Law of inheritance by Raj Kumar Sarvadhikari, revised by Jyotiprasad 
Sarvadhikari, Asutosh Mookerjee quoted with approval the following 
statement on the character of Hindu Law — "The ball has gone on 
rolling and each succeeding legislator — from the great anchorite of 
Kalyana to the philosophic lawyer of Triveni — has been adding impetus 
by the force of his genius to its never-ceasing motion." 


The growth of his mind as a jurist is a very illuminating chapter of his 
life history. In his address on the study of law on the inauguration of 
the department of legal studies in the Baneres Hindu University on the 
4th August 1925, he said, "Lucubrations of twenty years will do little 
more than conduct us to the vestibule of the temple; and an equal 
period may well be devoted to exploring the recesses." To him "Law is 
essentially a science of principles." He wanted its votaries to be 
conducted down the historic path of social and legal evolution. "The 
labyrinth,” as he advised students, "was to be penetrated by skill and 
mastered by a frequent survey of landmarks." 


As a judge of the High Court of Calcutta he brought to the service of 
law his inexhaustible energy, devotion, erudition and "that highest kind 
of integrity — the integrity of scholarship.” The series of judgments 
which began in June 1904 and continued until his retirement on the 
31st December, 1925 have left the mark of his personality on the legal 
history of India. His awareness of the significance of the past as also 
his consciousness of the fact that law was made for man and not men 
for law deserves to be noticed in this context. He has therefore been 
described as a historical and sociological jurist. He said at Benares in 
1925, "Law is coeval with society. It has adapted itself notwithstanding 
all the imperfections of its mode of development through ages, to all 
the wonderful complications of modern life." 


We would try to show how his mind worked in the field of law by 
referring to some of his important judgments. No attempt could 
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possibly be made to treat the subject exhaustively, nor from the nature 
of it could chronological sequence be observed. 


His judgment in the case of Bhupatinath Smrititirtha vs. Катја! Майга 
(LL. R. 57 Cal. 128) illustrates how from a study of ancient texts and 
old law givers of India he could make a distinction between the 
spiritual and legal aspects of an idol. As he put it in legal terminology 
"a Hindu deity, as a Corporation Sole must be distinguished from other 
Corporations Sole by the fact that it is a jurisdical person with a 
limited legal capacity. According to the directions of the testator certain 
properties were to be placed in the hands of certain person who were 
to receive certain payments and who were to put an image of goddess 
Kali in a temple and devote the surplus income to the worship of this 
goddess. The gift, according to him, was valid. But property, according 
to him, could belong to an idol only in the ideal sense. In the case of 
Monhur Mukherjee vs. Raja Peary Mohan Mukherjee (24 C.W.N. 478) he 
made a study of a religious trust. According to him, a Hindu deity 
occupied the position of an infant in law, with the government, as in 
the case of all infants, as the constitutional protector. He brought in 
the analogy of English law in the case of charitable corporation. In the 
case of Rajani Nath Das vs. Nitai Chand Dey (I.L.R. 48 Cal. 64 5) he 
held that "the illegitimate son of a Sudra is entitled to a share of the 
inheritance provided that his mother was in the continuous and 
exclusive keeping of his father and he is not the fruit of an adulterous 
or an incestuous intercourse." This was a modern interpretation 
of Manu. 


He had an extensive view of written law from Roman times to its recent 
development in modern times. He took cognisance of the decisions of 
American judges because he felt that he could not be oblivious of the 
fact that commercial and industrial development of America would 
naturally react upon law and administration of justice in other 
progressive countries. It has, therefore, been said that his judqments 
were "a repository of all the cases that might possibly have a bearing 
on the question at issue." He told the Benares department of legal 
studies, that the Indian student of law must undertake a far more 
comprehensive course of study than is customary for the student of law 
under other systems. He must learn Hindu and Muhammedan law. 
They are two fundamentally different types. He must have a full 
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acquaintance with the legislative output of the active Indian legislature. 
The imperfections of Indian codified law would compel him to acquire 
a full knowledge of the principles of justice, equity and good 
conscience. The Indian student must also make an intelligent study of 
the principles of English law which have penetrated many Indian 
legislative enactments. He must also study the development of English 
law in England as also in other progressive surroundings. 


His sense of history stood him in very good stead in some of his 
famous decisions. In the case of Pulin Das vs. King Emperor (15 C.L. J. 
517) the question was raised about the validity of the creation of a 
Lieutenant Governorship by mere proclamation without preliminary 
legislation in Eastern Bengal and Assam. He opined that even if the 
procedure was illegal the proceedings were started by de facto local 
government. The de facto doctrine operated "The acts of officers de 
facto performed by them within the scope of their official capacity in the 
interest of the public or third persons and not for their own benefit 
are generally as valid and binding as if they were the officers de jure." 
He gave illustrations from the history of England. In the days of 
Edward IV the previous Henrys of Lancaster were regarded as usurpers 
but they were in their days Kings de facto and treasons against them 
were punished under Edward IV. Under the Commonwealth and 
Protectorate Sir Mathew Hale acted as the Judge of the Common Bench 
and adjudged cases involving civil liberty as also property. The validity 
of those judgments was never called in question. 


In the case of the Legal Remembrancer vs. Matilal Ghose (17 C.W.N. 
1255) he said that though the High Court was a Court of Record it 
could not issue a rule for a writ of attachment on a summary 
proceeding for contempt of the Magistrate's Court at Barisal. In this 
connection he reviewed the history of the origin and growth of Sadar 
Dewani Adalat and Sadar Nizamat Adalat and took care to point out 
that the Sadar Dewani Adalat was a court of record but the Sadar 
Nizamat Adalat was not so. In the Sadar Nizamat Adalat papers there 
was no case for punishment for contempt of a subordinate criminal 
court. According to him the power of the old King's Bench to punish 
by attachment contempt of inferior courts was based upon historical 
considerations of a special character which did not apply to the 
supreme Court or its successor, the High Court. The power to punish 
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RARE ILLUSTRATIONS 


Byron, George Gordon Noel Byron. The prisoner of Chillon : poem by 
Lord Byron; illuminated by W. & G. Hudsley. London, Day & Son, 
1865. Text printed on decorated leaves with colour. 
Chromolithoqraphed by W. К. Tymms. 


Giotto di Bondone. San Francesco d'Assisi nel poema di Dante e negli 
 affreschi di Giotto Firenze. Florence, Giulio Giannini & Son, 1905. 
Life of St. Francis of Assisi from Dante's poem. Text & illus. with 
illuminated borders dotted with gold reliefs. The col. illus are with 
gilt relief borders. 


AUTOGRAPHED EDITIONS 


Cattopadhyay, Saratcandra. Palli-samaj. 4th ed. Calcutta, Haridas 
Cattopadhyay, 1918. Author's compliment with autograph. 


Frankau, Julia (Davis). The story of Emma, Lady Hamilton. London, 
Macmillan & Co. Ltd., 1911. Ltd. to 250 copies. No. 26. Signed by 
the author. 


Goldsmith, Oliver. The deserted village. With illus. by W. Lee Hankey. 
London, Constable & Co., Ltd., 1909. Ltd. to 250 copies. No. 146. 
Signed by the artist. Vellum bound. 


Mookerjee, Radhakumud. Local government in ancient India. 2nd ed. 
rev. & enl. Oxford, The Clarendon Press, 1920. With author's 
compliment and signature. 


Radhakrishnan, S. Indian philosophy. London, George Allen & Unwin 
Ltd., 1925. 2v. Exhibit : v.1. With author's compliment and initial. 


Stanly, Sir Henry Morton. In darkest Africa. New York, Charles 
Scribners Sons, 1890. 2v. Exhibit: v.1. Edition de luxe. Ltd. to 250 
copies. No. 240. Signed by the author. 


Thompson, Francis. The collected poetry. London, Hodder & 
Stoughton, 1915. Ltd. to 500 copies, signed by publishers & 
printers, of which this is no. 159. 
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CHOICED AND SUBSCRIBED EDITIONS PRINTED 
FOR SIR ASUTOSH MUKHOPADHYAY 


Flaubert, Gustave. A simple heart; illus. by M. Champollion. London, 
H. S. Nichols Ltd., 1898. Choice ed. de luxe, of which 1000 copies 
have been printed on specially manufactured hand-made paper, each 
page water-marked alternately with the publisher's signature, "H.S. 
Nichols” and the words “Fin de Siecle Library”. Copy no. 15, printed 
for the Hon. Doctor Asutosh Mukhopadhyay. 


Gautier, Theophile. Cleopatra; illus. by Paul Avril. London. H. S. Nichols 
Ltd., 1899. Choice ed. de luxe, of which 1000 copies have been 
printed on specially manufactured hand-made paper, each page 
water-marked alternately with the publishers signature, "H. S. 
Nichols" and the words "Fin de Siecle Library". Copy no. 15, printed 
for the Hon. Doctor Asutosh Mukhopadhyay. 


DECORATIVE BOOK BINDING 


(The) Anglo-Saxon review; a quarterly miscellany. London & New York, 
John Lane, 1899-1901. 10v. Exhibit: v.6. The cover is a 
reproduction of rare book binding. 


Arabian Nights. The book of the thousand nights and a night. Tr. by 
А. F. Burton. London, H. S. Nichols Ltd., 1897. 12v. Exhibit : v.1. 
Bound in leather, tooled in gold. 


Barwick, Peter. The life of Dr. John Barwick, Dean of St. Paul's. 
London, 1905. Ltd. ed. of 550 copies. No. 96. Bound in thin black 
Morocco, tooled in gold with a pointiller flower spray, variously 
arranged stars and dots within a trellis outline. 


(The) Book of common prayer and administration of the sacraments, 
and other rites and ceremonies of the church. London, H. M. 
Printers, 1905. Ltd to 400 copies. No. 526. Oak boards as cover, 
leather back and a specimen of clasp binding. Signed by A. M. and 
commented "Very Rare" and paid Rs. 200/- . 
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Cervantes-Saavedra, Miguel de. El Ingenioso hidalge Don Quijote de la 
Mancha. Barcelona, Montaner Simon, 1880-1885. 2v. Exhibit: v. 1. 
A red Morocco binding with gold tooling of a Spanish version of 
Don Quixote. The text has fascinating illustrations. 


Coleridge, Samuel Tayler. The rime of the ancient mariner. London, 
Edward Arnold, 1905. Ltd. ed. of 150 copies. Мо. 44. Printed in and 
bound on Vellum. 


Goethe, Johann Wolfgang von. Faust. Munchen & Berlin, Friedr. 
Bruckmann, 1874-1876. A rare copy, bound in original Morocco 
leather with gold tooling and silver alloy medallions depicting the 
various characters of the play, with silver corners. In German Gothic 
script, the text is also accompained by full page illustrations, being 
the artist's impression of the dramatised version of the play. 


(The) Preacher. The words of the preacher, son of David, King of 
Jerussalem; illuminated by Owen Jones. London, Lonaman & Co., 
1849. Rare binding with carved wooden cover. Text in Gothic script 
within col. ornamental borders. Signed by A. M. 


Tagore, Subho. The art of Subho Tagore. Calcutta, 1945. Ltd. ed. of 
450 copies. NO 129. 'Sital Рай” binding. Autographed by the artist. 


HISTORY, TRAVEL AND BIOGRAPHY 


Barnett, Lionel David. Antiquities of India. An account of the history and 
culture of ancient Hindustan. London, Philip Lee Warner, 1915. 


Bengal past & present. Journal of the Calcutta Historical Society. 
Calcutta, 1908- . Exhibit: v.2, pt. 1. 


Bhattacharyya, Nakuleswar & others, defendant. King-Emperor versus 
Nakuleswar Bhattacharji and others; committed for trial before the 
special tribunal by the District Magistrate of Khulna under section 
400 of the Indian Penal Code. No place, 1910-1911. Exhibit: v. 1. 


Bruyn, Cornelis de. Travels into Muscovy, Persia, and part of the East 
Indies. London, 1737. 2v. Exhibit : v.1. 
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Burton, Sir Richard Francis. Personal narrative of a pilgrimage to 
El-Medinah and Meccah. London, Longman, Brown, Green and 
Longmans, 1855. 5v. Exhibit: v. 1. 


(The) Case of His Highness Prince Azeem Jah, Nawaub of the Carnatic 
and Soubahdar of Arcot. In support of the petitions by His Highness 
to Imperial Parliament of Great Britain. London, Westminister, 
Agents : Adam Burn [and] Deans and Rogers, 1859. 


Case of Rajah of Satara. London, Printed by John Wilson, 1845. 


Debates of the House of Lords, on the evidence delivered in the trial of 
Warren Hastings, esquire. London, Printed by H. Debrett, 1797. 


East & West. Bombay, 1901- . Exhibit: v.1, pt. 1. 


Foster, Joseph. Men-at-the-bar: a biographical hand-list of the members 
of the various inns of court including Her Majesty's judges, etc. 2nd 
ed. London, Hazell, Watson, and Viney, Ltd., 1885. 


Green, Rev. Samuel. The life of Mahomet. New ed. London, William 
Теда & Co., 1877. 


Hichens, Robert Smythe. The Holy Land. London, Hodder & 
Stoughoton, 1910. 


(The) Himalayan Club, Calcutta. The Himalayan journal. Calcutta, 
Thacker, Spink & Co., 1929- . Exhibit : v.1. 


(An) Historical view of the affairs of Great Britain in the East Indies. 
Mo place, n.d. Exhibit: v. 1. 


Hooker, Sir Joseph Dalton. Himalayan Journals; or; Notes of a naturalist 
in Bengal, the Sikkim and Nepal Himalayas, the Khasia Mountains, 
“с. London, John Murray, 1854. 2v. Exhibit: v. 1. 


Hunter, Sir William Wilson. A statistical account of Bengal. London, 
Trubner & Co., 1875-1877. 20v. Exhibit : v.1. 


Impey, Elijah Barwell. Memories of Sir Elijah Impey, first Chief Justice of 
the Supreme Court of Judicature, at Fort William, Bengal. London, 
simpkin, Marshall, and Co., 1847. 
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(The) Indian antiquary; a journal of oriental research in archaeology, 
epigraphy, ethonology, geography, history, folklore, languages, 
literature, numismatics, philosophy, religion, &c., &c. Bombay, 
British India Press, 1872-1955. 62v. Exhibit: v. 1. 


Long, James. Selection from unpublished records of government for 
the years 1748 to 1767 inclusive relating mainly to the social 
condition of Bengal with a map of Calcutta in 1784. Calcutta, 
Government Printing, 1869. 


Macdonell, Sir John, ed. Great jurists of the world. Boston, Little, 
Brown, & Co., 1914. 


Moir, John. Transactions in India, from the commencement of the 
French war in seventeen hundred and fifty-six, to the conclusion of 
the late peace, in seventeen hundred and eighty-three. London, 
Printed for J. Debrett, 1786. 


Nandakumar, Maharajah, defendant. The trial of Maharajah 
Nundocomar, Bahadur, for forgery. Published by authority of the 
Supreme Court of Judicature in Bengal. London, Printed for T. 
Cadell, 1776. 


Picturesque Europe. With illus. on steel and wood by the most eminent 
artists. London, Cassell, Petter, Galphin & Co., n. d. 5v. Exhibit : v.1. 


Reclus, Elisee. The earth and its inhabitants: the universal geography. 
London, Virtue & Co., Ltd., n.d. 19v. Exhibit : v. 1. 


Sleeman, Sir William Henry. A journey through the kindadom of Oude, 
in 1849-1850. London, Richard Bentley, 1858. 2v. Exhibit: v. I. 


Tod, James. Annals and antiquities of Rajasthan; or, The Central and 
Western Rajpoot states of India. London, Smith, Elder, & Co., 1829- 
1052. AV. Exhibit У.Т. 


Tucker, Henry St. George. Memorials of Indian Government. London, 
Richard Bentley, 1853. 


Vasu, Ram Ram. Raja Pratapaditya caritra. Serampore, 1801. Added 
t.p. in English : The history of Raja Pratapaditya. Serampore, Printed 
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at the Mission Press, 1802. First historical work in Bengali prose. 


Verne, Jules. The exploration of the world. With 59 illus. by L. Benett 
and Р. Philippoteaux, and 50 fac-similes of ancient drawings. Tr. 
from the French. London, Sampson Low, Marston, Searle, & 
Rivington, 1882. 


Willis, Nathaniel Parker. American scenery; or, Land, lake and river, 
illus. of transatlantic nature. From drawings by W. Н. Bartlett, 
engraved in the first style of the art, by R. Wallis, J. Cousen, 
Willmore, Brandard, Adlard, Richardson, &c. London, George Virtue, 
1840. 2v. Exhibit : v.2. 


CALCUTTA 

Blechynden, Kathleen. Calcutta past and present; with illus. and 
engravings, and a coloured frontispiece. London, W. Thacker & Co., 
1905. 


Cotton, H. E. A. Calcutta old and new; a historical & descriptive hand 
book to the city. Calcutta, W. Newman & Co., 1907. 


Deb, Binaya Krishna. The early history and growth of Calcutta. Calcutta, 
Ramesh Chandra аћозћ, 1905. 


D'oyly, Sir Charles. Views of Calcutta and its environs. London, 
Dickinson & Co., 1848. 


Firminger, Walter Kelly. Thacker's quide to Calcutta, with 14 full-page 
illus. Calcutta, Thacker, Spink & Co., 1906. 


Fraser, James Baillie. Views of Calcutta, engraved by Robert Havell, Jr. 
London, Smith, Elder & Co., 1824-1825. 


Hassan, Suhrawardy. Calcutta and environs. An illus. quide to places of 
interest and to excursions in and around Calcutta. Calcutta, E.I.Ry. 
Press, printer, 1921. 


Indian Science Congress, 15th, Calcutta, 1928. Descriptive quide book 
to Calcutta & its environs. Calcutta, Local Secretaries of the 
Congress, 1928. 
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Indian Science Congress Association, Calcutta. Calcutta; ed. by S. N. 
Sen in collaboration with D. M. Bose & others. Calcutta, The 
Congress, 1952. 


Jump, R. Views in Calcutta. London, Parbury & Co., 18357. 


List of inscriptions on tombs or monuments in Calcutta possessing 
historical or archaeological interest. No. place, n.d. 


Newell, Hebert Andrews. Calcutta; the first capital of British India, an 
illus, quide to places of interest with map. Calcutta, Caledonian 
Frinting Co., Ltd., 1920. 


Rainey, Н. James. A historical and topographical sketch of Calcutta. 
Calcutta, Printed at the "Englishman" Press, 1876. 


Sketches of Calcutta; or, Notes of a late Sojourn in the "City of 
Palaces". Glasgow, David Robertson, 1843. 


Tables of roads, from Calcutta to all the principal places in Bengal and 
Bahar. Expressing the distances between the stages, and the number 
and situation of the fords and ferries that are to be crossed. London, 
1778. 


LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE 


Alphabetum, Grandonico-Malabaricum sive Samscrudonicum. Romae, 
1772. 


Arabian nights. The thousand and one nights. London, J. C. Nimmo 
and Bain, 1883. 4v. Exhibit: v.1. Ltd. to 150 copies. No. 15. Leather 
binding with gold tooling. 


— Lady Burton's edition of her husband's Arabian nights. London, 
Waterlow & Sons, Ltd., 1886-87. бу. Exhibit: v.1. 


Aristoteles. The ethics of Aristotle. Rev. from the tr. by D. Р. Chase, 
published at Oxford in 1847. London, Arthur L. Humphreys, 1902. 
2v. Exhibit: v.1. 
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Aurelius Antoninus, Marcus. The meditations of the emperor Marcus 
Aurelius Antoninus; a new rendering based on the Foulis tr. of 1742, 
by George W. Chrystal. Edinburgh, Otto Schulze & Co., 1905. Signed 
by A. M. and commented "Very Rare". 


Balzac, Honore de. Eugenie Grandet. Paris, A. Ferroud-F. Ferroud, 1911. 


Basile, Giovanni Battista. Das marchen aller marchen; oder das 
Pentameron. Munchen, George Muller, 1909. 2v. Exhibit: v.1. 850 
numerierten exemplaren die numer 426. 


Bharatcandra. Annadamangal. Calcutta, Sanskrit Press, 1769. 


Boccaccio, Giovanni. The novels and tales of the renowned John 
Boccaccio, the first refiner of the Italian prose. Sth ed. London. 
Printed for Awnsham Churchill, 1684. 


(The) Bower manuscript; facsimile leaves, Nagari transcript, Romanised 
transliteration and English tr. with notes. Ed. by A. F. Rudolf. 
Calcutta, Supdt. of Govt. Printing, India, 1893. 


Boydell, John. The American edition of Boydell's illus. of the dramatic 
works of Shakespeare, by the most eminent artists of Great Britain. 
New York, Shearjashub Spooner, 1852. 2v. Exhibit : v.2. 


Browning, Robert. The works. London, Smith, Elder & Co., 1912. 
Centenary ed. Ltd. to 526 copies. No. 224. 


Bunyan, John. The pilgrim's progress from this world to that which is 
to come delivered under the similitude of a dream. With thirty-one 
permanent bromide photographs from original drawings by Harold 
Copping. London, The Religious Tract Society, 1905. Ltd. to 150 
copies. No. 28. Vellum bound. 


Byron, George Gordon Noel Byron. The works. A new, rev. & enl. ed., 
with illus. London, John Murray, 1898-1904. 15v. Exhibit : v.1. Ltd. 
to 250 copies. No. 175. Signed : Jm. 


(The) Cambridge history of English literature, ed. by A.W. Ward and A. 
R. Walter. Cambridge, University Press, 1907-1916. 14v. Exhibit: v. 1. 
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Carey, William. A dictionary of the Bengalee language. 2nd ed. 
Serampore, Mission Press, 1825. 2v. in 5. 1st ed. 1915. Last and 
greatest achievement of Carey. Printed in Demy quarto in double 
columns, it consists of 1544 pages covering 85000 words, their 
meaning and derivation. 


Chaucer, Geoffrey. The Canterbury tales. Illus. after drawings by W. 
Russell Flint. London, Philip Lee Warner, 1915. Sv. Exhibit: v.5. Ltd. 
to 500 hand-made Riccardi paper. No. 7. Vellum bound. 


Cicero, Marcus Tullius. Cicero. London, Arthur L. Humphreys, 1902. 
Signed by A. M. and commented "Very Rare". 


Dante, Alighieri. La Divina commedia de Dante Alighieri, illustrata nei 
luoghi e nelle persone, a cura di Corrado Ricci, con 50 eliotipie e 
400 zincotipie. Milano, Ulrico Hoepli, 1898. Bound in full Morocco. 


Datta, Michael Madhusudan. Sermista: a drama in five acts. Tr. from 
the Bengali by [the author]. Calcutta, I. C. Bose & Co., 1859. A tr. 
of the work which "is the first attempt in Bengali lanquage to 
produce a classical and regular drama... to be acted at elegant 
private theatre attached to the Belgachia Villa of the Rajas of 
Paikpara”. 


Datta, Toru. А sheaf gleaned in French fields. Calcutta, Saptahik Sambad 
Press [Printer], 1876. 


Dev, Radhakanta. Sabdakalpadruma. Calcutta, 1852. Sankrit lanquage 
in Bengali script. 


Dig-durshan; or, The Indian youth's magazine. Serampore, 1822- . 
Exhibit: April 1818-March 1819 & Jan.-April 1920 (in 1 vol.). Early 
Bengali periodical. 


Dole, Nathan Haskell, ed. Flowers from Persian poets. New York, 
Thomas Y. Crowell & Co., n.d. 


Emerson, Ralph Waldo. The essays. London, Arthur L. Humphreys, 
1899. 2v. Exhibit: v.1. Signed by A. M. and commented 'Very Rare'. 


(Ап) English-Arabic vocabulary of the modern and colloquial Arabic of 
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Egypt. London, Bernard Quaritch, 1897. 


Goethe, Johann Wolfgang von. Iphigenie auf Tauris. Hammersmith, 
Doves Press, 1912. Ltd. to 200 copies on paper, Vellum bound. 


Hugo, Victor Marie. The novels, complete and unabridged. London, Н. 
S. Nichols, 1895. 28v. and portfolio. Exhibit: v.1 and plate no. 1 of 
the portfolio. Ltd. to 1000 copies on Holland paper. No. 8. Signed 
by А, M. Bound in Morocco. 


Irving, Washington. Irving's works. Geoffrey Crayon ed. New York, а. Р. 
Putnam's Sons, 1895. 27v. Exhibit: v. 1. 


Jonson, Ben. The works. London, Bickers and Son, 1875. 9v. 
Exhibit : v. 1. 


Longus. Daphnis et Chloe. Paris, H. Launette, 1890. Ltd. ed. No. 59. 


Mabinogion. The Mabinogion from the Llyfr Coch o Hergest and other 
ancient Welsh manuscripts; with an English tr. and notes, by Lady 
Charlotte Guest. London, Lonqman, Brown, Green, & Longmans, 
1838-1849. 5v. Exhibit: v.2. 


Milton, John. The paradise lost. London, Charles Tilt, 1835. 


Naidu, Sarojini. The bird of time: songs of life, death & the spring. 
London, William Heinemann, 1912. 


Omar Khayyam. The Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam [Fitzgerald's version] 
With twelve illus. by Abanindro Nath Tagore. London, Offices of the 
Studio, 1910. 


— [Fitzeralds version]. With twelve illus. by Asit Kumar Haldar. 
Allahabad, The Indian Press Ltd., 1930. 


Opus Sadicum; a philosophical romance, for the first time tr. from the 
original French. (Holland, 1791). Athens, Imprinted by the Erotika 
Biblion Society for private distribution, 1889. Ltd. to 50 copies. No. 
48. Signed by A. M. and commented "Very Rare". 


Payne, John. Poetical works. London, Printed for the Villon Society by 
private subscription and for private circulation only, 1902. Definitive 
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ed. 2v. Exhibit: v.1. Ltd. ed. No. 128. Bound in Vellum. Signed by 
A.M. 


Plato. The Republic. London, Arthur L. Humphreys, 1898. 2v. 
Exhibit: v.1. Signed by A.M. and commented "Very Rare”. 


Ruskin, John. The works. Library ed. London, George Allen, 1905- 
1912. 59v. Exhibit: v.4. Ltd. to 2062 copies. 


Scott, Sir Walter. Waverley novels. Edinburgh, Printed by T. & A. 
Constable for T. C. & E. C. Jack, 1901-1905. 48v. Exhibit: v.1. Ltd. 
to 1040 copies. No. 555. Signed by T. C. & E. C. Jack. 


Sen, Dinesh Chandra. History of Bengali language and literature. 
Calcutta, The University, 1911. Bound in leather with gold tooling. 


Shakespeare, William. A midsummer night's dream. London, Ernest 
Nister, n.d. Illus. cover with boarders in gold tooling. 


— A new variorum ed. Philadelphia & London, J. B. Lippincott Co., 
1871- . Exhibit: v. 19: The life and death of King John. 


— Shakespeare's comedy: As you like it, with illus. by Hugh Thomson. 
London. Hodder & Stoughton, n.d. Ltd. to 500 copies. No. 119. 
Signed by the artist. 


— Shakespeare's comedy of the Merchant of Venice, with illus. by Sir 
James D. Linton. London, Hodder & Stoughton, n.d. Ltd. to 500 
copies. No. 66. Signed by the artist. 


— Shakespeare's sonnets. Tercentenary edition. Hammersmith, Doves 
Press, 1909. Ltd. to 250 copies. 


— Shakespeare's tragedy of Hamlet, with illus., by W. G. Simmonds. 
London, Hodder & Stoughton, n.d. Ltd. to 250 copies. No. 59. 
Signed by the artist. 


— Shakespeare's tragedy of Romeo and Juliet, with illus. by W. 
Haltherell. London, Hodder & Stoughton, n.d. Ed. deluxe. Ltd. to 
250 ed. No. 28. Signed by the artist. 
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— Shakespeare's Venus and Adonis; being a reproduction in facsimile 
of the first edition. 1595, from the unique copy in the Malone 
Collection in the Bodleian Library, with introduction and bibliography 
by Sidney Lee. Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1905. Ltd. to 1000 copies. 
No. 250. Signed by Sidney Lee. 


Tennyson, Alfred Tennyson. Idylls of the King. Шиз. by Eleaner 
Fortescue Brickdale. London, Hodder & Stoughton, n.d. Ed. de luxe. 
Ltd. to 550 copies. No. 34. Signed by the artist. 


Tolstoy, Leo. War and peace. London, William Heinemann, 1904. 5v. 
Exhibit : v.2. 


Vanabhatta. The Kadamvari. Ed., introduction, notes and appendices by 
Р. У. Kane. Bombay, 1920. 


Vangadarsana. Ed. by Vankim Candra Cattopadhyay. Calcutta, Saptahik 
Samvad Press, 1875- . Exhibit: v. 1. 


Vergilius Maro, Publius. Opera omnia ex recensione Henrici Nettleship 
A. Joanne Р. Postgate relecta. Londini, Macmillan et Socios et Р. Н. 
Lee Warner Mediceae Societatis Librarium, 1912. 2v. Exhibit: v. 1. Ltd. 
ed. No. 112: Bound in Vellum. 


Walpole, Horace. The letters. London, Richard Bentley & Son, 1891. 
Әу. Exhibit: v.1. Ltd. to 100 copies on hand-made paper. No. 9. 


Williams, Monier. Dictionary, English and Sanskrit. London, Wm. Н. 
Allen & Co., 1851. 


PHILOSOPHY AND RELIGION 


Avesta, Gathas. A study of the five Zorathustrian Gathas. Oxford, Druck 
der Universitats-Buchdruckerei von E. Th. Jacob in Erlangen, 1892. 


Becker, Carl Henrich. Christianity and Islam. London, Harper & 
Brothers, 1909. 


Belnos, S. C. The Sundhya; or, The daily prayers of the Brahmins. 
Allahabad, 1851. 
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Bhagavadgita. The Bhagvat-Geeta; or, Dialoques of Kreesna and 
Arjoon; in eighteen lectures, with notes. Tr. from the original, in the 
Sanskreet, or ancient lanquage of the Brahmins, by Charles Wilkins. 
London, Printed for C. Nourse, 1785. 


Bible. English. The Holy Bible; tr. from the Latin Vulgate. New York, 
The New York Agency, 1885. 


Bible. Sanskrit. The Holy Bible, containing the Old and New 
Testaments, tr. from the originals into the Sungskrita language, by 
the Serampore missioneries. Serampore, Printed at the Mission 
Press, 1814. Exhibit: v. 1. 


Davids, Thomas William Rhys. Buddhism, its history and literature. New 
York, G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1907. 


Jatakas. The Jataka; or, Stories of the Buddha's former births. 
Cambridge, The University Press, 1895. бу. Exhibit: v. 1. 


Kant, Immanuel. Kant's kritik of judgment. London, Macmillan & Co., 
1892. 


Kapila. The Sankhya aphorisms of Kapila. Tr. by James R. Ballantyne. 
эга ed. London, Trubner & Co., 1885. 


Khan, Gazanfar Ali. With the pilgrims to Mecca. London, John Lane, 
1905. 


Maeterlinck, Maurice. Wisdom and destiny. Tr. by Alfred Sutro. New 
York, Dodd, Mead & Co., 1918. 


Mahabharata. The Mahabharata of Krishna-Dwaipayana Vyasa. Tr. into 
English prose. Calcutta, Bharat Press, 18935. 


Margoliouth, David Samuel. Chrestomathia Baidawiana; the commentary 
of El-Baidawi on sura Ш. Tr. and explained for the use of students of 
Arabic. London, Luzac & Со., 1894. 


Nivedita, Sister (Margaret E. Noble). Myths of the Hindus & Buddhists, 
by the Sister Nivedita of Ramakrishna-Vivekananda and Ananda K. 
Coomaraswamy. London. George G. Harrap & Co., Ltd., 1926. 
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Quran. A comprehensive commentary on the Quran : comprising Sale's 


translation and preliminary discourse. London, Kegan Paul, Trench, 
Trubner & Co., 1896. 4 v. Exhibit: v.1. 


Катауапа. Ramayana poema Indiano di Valmici. Testo Sanscrito 
secondo 1 codici manoscritti. Della Scuola qaudana, per Gaspare 
Gorresio. Parigi, Dalla Stamperia Reale, 1845-1858. 10v. Exhibit: v. 1. 


— The Ramayanu, a poem. Tr. from the original Sanskrit by Kirtee 


Bass. Serampore, Mission Press, 1802. 5v. Exhibit : v.1. First Bengali 
tr. in print. 


Stevenson, Sinclair. The heart of Jainism. London, Humphrey Milford, 
1915. 


Tagore, Sourindra Mohun. The ten principal Avataras of the Hindus, 
with a short history of each incarnation and directions for the 
representation of the Murttis as tableaux vivants. Calcutta, 1880. 


Vedas. Rig-Veda Sanhita; a collection of ancient Hindu hymns, 
constituting the sixth and part of the seventh ashtaka of the Rig- 


Veda. Tr. from the original Sanskrit by H. H. Wilson. London, 
Trubner & Co., 1888. Exhibit : v.5. 


Voltaire, F.M.A. Voltaire's philosophical dictionary. Paris, E.R. Du Mont, 
1901. 10v. Exhibit: v.1. 


RARE ITEMS 


Aesopus. Aesopic's; or, A second collection of fables, paraphras' d in 


verse : adorn'd with sculpture, and illustrated with annotations. By 
Hohn Ogilby. London, Printed by Thomas Roycroft, for the author, 
1668. An edition of Aesop's Fables in verse form. Each fable is 
matched by a wooden block full page illustration. 


Dayabhaga, This is an original treatise on the Hindu law of inheritance. 


In Sanskrit, this is printed on turmeric stained tulat paper 
(Manuscript). 
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Demosthenes. Demosthenous logoi, kai prooimia demegorika, kai 
epistolai... Lvtetiae, 1570. This is a Greek document printed on 
hand-made paper preserved more or less in its original form. It 
deals with works of the famous philospher Demosthenes. 


Euclides. The elements of geometrie of the most ancient philosopher 
Evclide of Megara. London, Imprinted by John Daye, 1570. This is 
the first English translation of Euclid's Geometry. The solid 
geometry section contains many-folded paper-cut figurines which 
allows a three dimensional depiction of problems. 


Lydgate, John. The churl and the bird, tr. from the French by John 
Lydgate. Cambridge, Univ. Press, 1906. This book was originally 
printed in 1478 by William Caxton. This exhibited version is a 
facsimile reproduction of the said ed., ltd. to 250 copies. 


Marriage symphony. London & Florence, Olive Press, 1905. A 
Parchment (sheep skin) bound document whose binding is unique 
and copied from an 13th century Venetian book in which no glue 
has been used. 


Mukhopadhyay, Sir Asutosh. A mathematical exercise book. 
(Manuscript). 


Notitia dignitatum. Notitia vtraqve cvm orientis tvm occidenties vltra 
Arcadii Honoriiqve Caesarvm tempora, illustre uetustatis 
monumentum, imo thesaurus prorsum incomparabilis. Basileae, 
1552. This is a 16th century document in Latin on Roman law and 
administration. This hand-made paper publication is the earliest 
printed book of the Asutosh collection. 


Shakespeare, William. Shakespeares comedies, histories, & tragedies; 
being a reproduction in facsimile of the first folio edition, 1625, 
from the Chatsworth copy in the possession of the Duke of 
Devonshire,- with introduction and census of copies by Sidney Lee, 
Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1902. This facsimile reproduction (1902) of 
the original 1625 folio edition of Shakespeare is a ltd. ed., 
autographed by Sir Sidney Lee. It also contains the signature of Sir 
Asutosh. This is an extremely rare edition, few copies of which is 
known to exist. 
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Spenser, Edmund. The Epithalamion of Spenser, with а wood-cut by 
Reginald Savage. London, Edward Arnold, 1901. Printed at the Essex 
House Press, under the care of C. R. Ashbee. A.D. 1901. Ltd. to 150 
copies. No. 11. Printed on and bound in Vellum. 


Upson, Arthur Wheelock. Lyrics and sonnets. Portland Maine, Thomas B. 
Mosher, 1909. Only 25 copies had been privately printed on 
Japanese Vellum, of which this is no. 12. 


Vivadabhangarnava. This is an original Sanskrit manuscript printed in 
Devanagari script on turmeric stained tulat paper and is a digest of 
Hindu law dealing with contracts and successions (Manuscript). 


SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 


Abel, Niels Henrik. Oeuvres completes. Christiania, Imprimerie de 
Grondahl & Son, 1881. 2v. Exhibit: v.1. Signed by A.M. 


Adams, John Couch. The Scientific papers. Cambridge, University Press, 
1896. 2v. Exhibit: у. 1. Signed by A.M. 


Bhaskaracarya. Celebrooke's translation of the Lilavati; with notes by 
Haren Chandra Banerji. Calcutta, Thacker, Spink & Co., 1895. 
Appendix contains the original Sanskrit text. With author's 
compliment and signature. 


Buck, Albert Henry, The arowth of medicine from the earliest times to 
about 1800, London, Humphrey Milford, Oxford University Press, 
1917. 


Darwin, George Howard. Scientific papers. Cambridge, University Press, 
1907. Sv. Exhibit: v.1 : Oceanic tides and lunar disturbance of 
qravity. 


Delambre, Jean Baptiste Joseph. Histoire de l'astronomie ancienne. 
Paris, MME VE Courcier, 1817. 2v. Exhibit: v.1. 


Euclides. Euclid's elements of geometry. London, К. & W. Leybourn, 
1661. 
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Fayrer, Sir Joseph. The Thanatophidia of India; being a description of 
the venomous snakes of the Indian peninsula with an account of the 
influence of their poison on life; and a series of experiments. 
London, J. & A. Churchill, 1872. Signed by A. M. and commented 
"Very Rare”. 


Gould, John. A century of birds from the Himalaya Mountains. London, 
1852. Flates drawn from nature and on stone by E. Gould. Signed 
by A. M. and commented "Very Rare", "Rs. 100/-" and "Cheap". 


Hooker, Sir Joseph Dalton. The Rhododendrons of Sikkim Himalaya. 
London, Reeve, Benham & Reeve, 1849. 


Hope, John Thomas. A compendium of practical arithmetick. Calcutta, 
Press of Joseph Cooper, 1790. 


Huygens, Christiaan. Oeuvres completes. La Haye, Martinus Nijhoff, 
1888- . Exhibit: v. 1. 


Kerner, Anton Joseph, ritter von Marilaun, The natural history of plants. 
London, Blackie & Sons, Ltd., 1894. 2v. in 4. Exhibit: v.1, pt. 1. 
Signed by A.M. 


Laplace, Pierre Simon. The system of the world. Tr. from the French by 
J. Pond. London, Richard Phillips, 1809. 2v. Exhibit : v.1. 


Lyons, T. A. A treatise on electromagnetic phenomena. New York, John 
Wiley & Sons, 1901. 2v. Exhibit : v.1. 


Maeterlinck, Maurice. The life of the bee. London, George Allen & Co., 
Ltd., 1911. 


Maulik, S. Coleoptera, Chrysomelidae. London, Taylor & Francis, 1919. 


Mukhopadhyay, Gangaprasad. Matrisiksa. 2nd ed. Calcutta, Gurudas 
Cattopadhyay, 1902. 


Newton, Sir Isaac. Philosophiae naturalis principia mathematica. 
Phillibert, 1760. 5v. in 4. Exhibit : v.1. 


Risley, H. H. The tribes and castes of Bengal, ethnographic glossary. 
Calcutta, Printed at Bengal Secretariat Press, 1891. 2v. Exhibit : v.2. 
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Simpson, Frances. The book of the cat. London, Cassell & Co., Ltd., 
1903. 


Smith, C. W. Oriental ornithology. No place, Behar Lithographic Press, 
1829. 


Smith, David Eugene. Rara arithmetica. Boston, Ginn & Co., 1908. 2v. 
Exhibit: v.1. Ltd. to 150 copies. No. 51. Vellum bound. 


Spon, Edward. Spon's dictionary of engineering, civil, mechanical, 
military, and naval. London, E. & F. N. Spon, 1869-70. 8v. 
Exhibit : v.8. 


Tait, Peter Guthrie. Scientific papers. Cambridge, Univerisity Press, 
1900. 


Wood, William. Zoography; or, The beauties of nature displayed. 
London, Printed for Cadell and Davies, 1807. 


SOCIAL SCIENCES 


Bandyopadhyay, Isvarcandra, Vidyasagar. Vahuvivaha rahit haoya ucit 
kina. 2nd ed. Calcutta, Printed by the Pitambara Vandyopadhyaya at 
the Sanskrit Press, 1871. 


Bhattacharya, J. N. Hindu castes and sects. Calcutta. Thacker, Spink 
and Co., 1896. 


Coomaraswamy, Ananda Kentish. The Indian craftsman. London, 
Probsthain & Co., 1909. 


Freeman, Edward Augustus. Comparative politics. Six lectures read 
before the royal institutions. London, Macmillan and Co., Ltd., 1896. 


Laski, Harold Joseph. Authority in the modern state. London, Yale 
University Press, 1919. 


Locke, John. Two treatises on civil government. 2nd ed. London, 
George Routledge & Sons, 1887. Signed by A.M. 


Mill, John Stuart. Essays on some unsettled questions of political 
economy. London, John W. Parker, 1844. 
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Mookherjea, Siva Prasad. Hand book of economic geography. Calcutta, 
H. Chatterjee & Co., Ltd., 1950. 


Rousseau, Jean-Jacques. The social contract; or, The principles of 
political right. New York, С. Р. Putnam's Sons, 1895. 


Ruskin, John. Unto this last. London, George Allen, 1902. 


Schaack, Michael J. Anarchy and anarchists; a history of the red terror 
and the social revolution in America and Europe. Communism, 
Socialism, and Nihilsm in doctrine and in deed. Chicago, F. J. Schulte 
& Co., 1889. 


Sidawick, Henry. The development of European polity. London, 
Macmillan and Co., Ltd., 1903. 


Vinogradoff, Paul. English society in the eleventh century, essays in 
English mediaeval history. Oxford, The Clarendon Press, 1908. 


EDUCATION 


Бат, Alexander. Education as a science. London, C. Kegan Paul & Co., 
1879. 


Dasu, Anathnath. University education in India, past and present. 
Calcutta, The Book Emporium Ltd., 1944. 


Calcutta. University. The Calcutta University Calendar. Calcutta, Bishop's 
College Press, 1858- . Exhibit: 1858-59. 


— Minutes. Calcutta, Baptist Mission Press, 1860- . Exhibit : 1857. 


India. Calcutta University Commission, 1917-1919. Calcutta University 
Commission report. 1919-1920. 15v. Exhibit: v.12. Memorandum 
submitted by the Commission to the Subjects Committee. (Appointed 
in connexion with the reforms). Sadler Commission: M. E. Sadler, 
President; Asutosh Mookerjee, W. W. Hornell, Zia-Ud-Din Ahmad, P J. 
Hartog, J. W. Gregory, Ramsay Muir. 


Johnston, James. Abstract and analysis of the report of the "Indian 
Education Commission", with notes and "The recommendations" in 
full. London, Hamilton, Adams, & Co., 1884. 
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Kant, Immanuel. The educational theory of Immauel Kant. Philadelphia 
& London, J. B. Lippincott Co., 1904. 


Macaulay, Thomas Babington Macaulay. Macaulay's minutes on 
education in India. Calcutta, Baptist Mission Press, 1862. 


Murdoch, John. Letter to the right Hon' ble Baron Парлег, К. T., 
Governor of Fort St. George, and Chancellor of the Madras 
University, on Government and University education, etc., in India. 
Madras, Printed by Caleb Foster, 1872. 


INDIAN LIFE AND CUSTOMS 

Belnos, S. C. Twenty four plates illustrative of Hindoo and European 
manners in Bengal, drawn on the stone by A. Colin from the 
sketches by Mrs. Belnos. London, Smith; Elder & James Carpenter 
& Son, 1832. 


Mabon, Robert. Sketches illustrative of oriental manners and customs. 
No place, n.d. 


Solvyns, Frans Baltasar. Les Hindous. Paris, L'auteur, 1808-1812. 4v. 
Exhibit : v. 1. 


LAW 


Bengal. Legislative Dept. The Bengal local statutory rules and orders. 
Calcutta, The Bengal Secretariat Book Depot, 1925-1926. 2v. 
Exhibit : v.1. 


Blackstone, William. Commentaries on the laws of England. Oxford, 
Clarendon Press, 1765-1777. Ам. Exhibit: v. 1. 


Burlamazui, T. T. The principles of natural law. Dublin, Printed for 
Sheppard, and G. Nugent, 1776. 


Columbia Law Review. New York, The Columbia University Press, 
1901- . Exhibit: v. 1. 


Corpus juris; being a complete and systematic statement of the whole 
body of the law as embodied in and developed by all decisions. New 
York, The American Law Book Co., 1914- . Exhibit: v. 1. 


[ee 


Exploration scientifique de l'Algerie. | Jurisprudence Mussulmane |. 
Paris, Imprimerie Nationale, 1848-1852. бу. Exhibit : v.1. Signed by 
A. M. and commented "Very Rare". Paid Rs. 100.00. 


Galloway. Observations on the law and constitution and present 
government of India, on the nature of landed tenures and financial 
resources and recognized by the Mohummudan law and Moghul 
Government, with an inquiry into the administration of justice, 
revenue, and police at present existing in Bengal. 2nd ed. London, 
Parbury, Allen, & Co. 1832. 


Harvard Law Review. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard Law Review Pub. 
Association, 1887- . Exhibit: у. І. 


Macnaghten,,Sir Francis Workman. Considerations on the Hindoo law, 
as it is current in Bengal. Serampore, Mission Press, 1824. 


Mukhopadhyay, Sir Asutosh. Note book. 17 Feb.-22 April, 1921 
(Manuscript). 


Sircar, Shama Churn. Vyavastha darpan : a digest of the Hindu law as 
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Press, 1889. Reprinted from the Asiatic Society of Bengal, v. 58, 
pt. 2; no. 2, 1889, 


(A) General theorem on the differential equations of trajectories. 
Calcutta, Baptist Mission Press, 1888. Reprinted from the Journal of 
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English 


(Sir) Asutosh Memorial Volume. Patna, J. N. Samaddar, 1926-28. 2v. 
in 1. 


Asutosh Mookerjee Memorial Institute. National celebration; 125th Birth 
Anniversary of the late Sir Asutosh Mookerjee. Calcutta, 1991. 


(Sir) Asutosh Mookerjee Silver Jubilee Volumes. Calcutta, Calcutta 
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